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Father Keeps Dis Family 
g UPPOSE you're young and 
poor, a private in the army, and 
your pregnant wife is crying. 
What to do? 
Private Ben Gunter started stitch­
ing up maternity clothes. On a bor­
rowed sewing machine, with the blinds 
closed. 
For civilian Gunter, now an assist­
ant professor in interior design at Vir­
ginia Commonwealth University, what 
started as an emergency measure now 
has turned into a full-blown hobby. 
And 10-year-old Elizabeth, whose im­
minent arrival provided inspiration, 
and 4-year-old Charles, who came 
along later, both benefit, as well as the 
now smiling Mrs. Gunter. 
ND BOTH adult Gunters 
can, as the saying goes, look 
back now and laugh. 
"My invitation from Un­
cle Sam came the same day Carolyn's 
and my wedding invitations went out," 
he said when asked about his venture 
into dressmaking. 
Allnnnas s an 
lea, published nine times a 
, and July. Second class 
I. XLIV No. 8 April 1969 
The women in the Ben Gunter 
f amity had Easter finery from the 
sewing machine of Mr. Gunter him­
self. The accompanying story tells of 
Mr. Gunter's hobby of making clothes 
for his family. Both Ben and Carolyn 
Gunter are 1956 B. C. graduates. The 
story and photographs originally ap­
peared last November in the Richmond 
(Va.) NEWS LEADER and are used here 
by permission. 
"So our first home was a trailer at 
Fort Knox, and Carolyn taught school 
to help keep us solvent. 
"But even though broke, we both 
wanted children-and before very long 
she needed maternity clothes in order 
to keep teaching. 
"I suggested that she make some 
dresses," he continued, "and found 
her some inexpensive corduroy on 
sale." 
"And that's when I started crying," 
Carolyn Gunter interrupted. 
"I had never made anything but an 
apron in an 8th grade home ec class. 
"I'd heard about corduroy's right 
ways and wrong ways, and I was 
afraid." 
So undaunted and determined, Gun­
ter borrowed a machine, bought some 
patterns, rolled up his sleeves and 
pulled down the blinds, and started 
cutting and sewing. 
"I was self-conscious," Gunter said, 
explaining the blinds. "A colonel and 
his family lived next door and I could 
imagine the razzing I'd get." 
"But the neighbor knew anyway," 
Carolyn added. "He told me later that 
he knew Ben had made all those new 
clothes because I didn't have the sense 
to." rnOWEVER, years later, her
husband still is making her 
clothes, dresses for their 
daughter, suits for their son. 
( Just how bright can a wife get?) 
"That first sewing was strictly trial 
and error," Gunter said. "But when 
Carolyn's parents asked us what we 
wanted for Christmas that year at 
Fort Knox, we said a sewing machine. 
"I played with it all day." 
And, as it happened, the engrossing 
hobby also helped inspire a change in 
career. 
A social studies major at Bridge­
water College, Gunter had planned to 
teach high school history. 
"But as my army days drew to a 
close, the idea appealed to me less 
and less," he said. 
"I grew up in Bassett, where my 
father was in the furniture industry. 




"And that, plus this new preoccu­
pation with fabric and color, con­
vinced me that interior design was my 
field." 
HREE busy years followed. 
School the year round re­
sulted in a Fine Arts degree 
from the Richmond Profes­
sional Institute and master's in educa­
tion from the University of Virginia. 
Carolyn, also a graduate of Bridge­
water, returned to graduate school at 
the university and received her mas­
ter's degree. 
They moved to Lynchburg, where 
Gunter practiced interior design, and 
he and Carolyn bought, restored and 
decorated an 1819 house. Then they 
returned here when he took the posi­
tion as instructor at VCU. 
And the sewing machine kept run­
ning. 
"I get the materials from any 
place," Gunter said. "Often from bar­
gain basements. I choose them for tex­
ture, durability, or just pick something 
Which one shall I choose? Few women have 
their own private couturier. 
that appeals to me. One evening dress 
is made from antique satin draperies 
a client returned. 
"Charles has a new suit from scraps 
my aunt gave us. 
"And I did buy some really nice 
fabric in Europe last summer that I 
haven't used yet." 
His procedure, he said, starts with 
an idea and a sketch. He works from 
basic patterns and changes and adapts 
them according to wish. 
HE MAIN problem is find­
ing time for the work. 
"Sometimes he sews in 
the middle of the night," his 
wife said. "I might wake up in the 
morning and find a completely new 
outfit to wear." 
The creativity doesn't stop with 
dresses and suits, either. There are 
also matching hats. And the decora­
tive beadwork design on the antique 
satin evening dress is Gunter's handi­
work. 
"And I'll have to admit," he said, 
"I find knitting relaxing. 
"I like neeedlepoint-and that's one 
thing I've taught Carolyn. We're work­
ing on some together for Christmas 
presents." 
The activity is centered at the Hol­
lins Road home's family room, termed 
the "disaster area." 
Not only clothes are turned out 
here. Gunter has made draperies for 
the house and is now in the process 
of upholstering a chair in black nauga­
hyde for the attractive paneled den. 
(He also built specially fitted and de­
signed shelves in the den.) 
Through it all, sports and the out­
doors beckon. 
Camping is a family favorite, with 
a seashore location first choice. 
Gunter enjoys football and baseball 
as a spectator and has played golf and 
tennis in more leisurely days. 
And he has recently received a 
trophy to show for achievement in 
bowling. 
Sure is a nice outfit you've got! 
Elizabeth and Charles are dressed for school. 
1 
2 
"Well, what is life," asks 
freshman coed Dawn Boyer, "but 
competition?" And in the arena 
of homemaking skills, she has 
proved that she can compete 
well-garnering some 80 first 
place ribbons in county fair and 
4-H contests over the past four
years.
"When you live on a farm, you 
learn how to do things around 
the house-the practical things. 
You learn how to do things for 
yourself," she observes. For Dawn, 
a home economics major, her 
experience will prove helpful in 
her career objective as an 
extension agent. 
Dawn became acquainted with 
the Montgomery County Fair, near 
her Germantown, Md., home, 
THE HOBBYIST: 
THE CAREERIST: 






Miss Hancock is a freshman psychol­
ogy major from Bassett, Va., and in 
her high school was editor of the liter­
ary magazine, a correspondent with 
the HENRY COUNTY JOURNAL, and a 
yearbook staff er. 
through the 4-H club which she 
joined at age 11, at the urging of 
one of her brother's friends. She 
eventually held all of the club 
offices during her membership. 
"I started sewing when I was six" 
Encouragement to enter 4-H com­
petition came from her parents. 
As a child Dawn had watched 
her mother can and bake, and 
she baked her first cake at the 
age of six. Her Aunt Ethel taught 
her how to make aprons for her 
dolls, and she recalls cutting up 
every scrap of material in the 
house-whether it was good or 
not. 
"One of my brother's friends 
was always coming over and he 
liked the brownies I baked, so I 
tried to improve them. He wanted 
me to enter them in the county 
fair," she says. She did so in a 
big way-entering 40 contests 
her first year. 
"I worked for two weeks making 
everything that would keep and 
Not all of B. C.'s sewing talent are destined home economists. Pat Hollen, a busy French 
major, has found time to win recognition with her hobby of making her own clothes. 
"I started sewing when I was six. I was in the hospital having my tonsils removed and my 
mother brought me scraps of material and taught me how to make clothes for my doll. I thought 
they were beautiful" says Pat, a sophomore whose home is Bridgewater. 
Three years later she was copying ladies' dresses from magazines for her Shirley Temple doll. 
Using her ingenuity, she chose crepe paper because all the frills wouldn't have to be hemmed. 
Pat joined 4-H club when she was ten, and won the county sewing contest in her high school 
sophomore year. Thus qualified for the state con test at Blacksburg, Va., she won a second place 
red ribbon for showing a suit and matching pieces. 
Last fall, Pat competed against 20 girls in the district "Make-It-Yourself With Wool" contest 
at Winchester. Hers was a down-to-the-wire entry. "At four o'clock the morning of the contest I was 
considering giving up, but my father came in and encouraged me to finish since I had worked so 
hard. So after a short nap, I got up at five and finished the dress.'' It proved worthwhile-
she won first place and the chance to enter the senior division of the state contest in Richmond. 
There, her grey-flannel coatdress took second place. 
She missed the top prize of a trip to Europe, but she'll be making her own trip abroad in 
spending her junior year at the Sorbonne university in Paris, in furthering her plans to teach 
foreign languages. 
Pat's sewing hobby has been a practical experience for her-as well as for her mother, 
who made all of Pat's clothes when she was small. Now Pat makes most of her own clothes-­
and sews for her mother, too. 
by Sharon K. Hancock 
was up baking at 6 a.m. the 
opening day." Her entries included 
table place settings and flower 
arranging, needle-point, canned 
beans and other items, cookies, 
cakes and pies. For one pickle 
entry, Dawn used an old family 
recipe and won first place. 
"I think the most excitement is in 
going around and finding out 
what I've won," she notes, "and 
the disappointment is not winning 
in what I thought I'd done well 
in." In four years she's done well 
enough to win four silver bowls, 
80 first places, two-dozen red roses, 
over $150 in cash, and a Grand 
Champion Award, the highest 
award given for winning the most 
blue ribbons. 
Dawn says that "working with 
the home and making things the 
right way is challenging." 
"That's why I'm in home ec," 
she declares. Next fall, when she 
begins to take some courses in 
her field, she'll be one of the 
first girls to use the new home 
economics facilities of Moomaw 
Hall, now under construction. 
The new building will greatly 
expand and modernize the 
facilities of the home economics 
department. 
The coed makes her own 
clothes-"! don't have a dress or 
jumper that I haven't made"­
but she stays away from the 
"extreme" styles. "I cut out my 
own patterns. Once I made a 
formal from my own style. Most 
of the time, though, I adapt a 
simple pattern to what I want," 
Dawn says. 
Especially interested in hand­
work, Dawn will find course 
offerings at Bridgewater in textiles, 
two in clothing construction, and 
an art and design course dealing 
with clothing design, among 
other departmental offerings for 
the prospective teacher or 
vocational home economist. 
Characteristically, Dawn en­
thusiastically notes: "I want to be 
an extension agent and work 
with the little kids-and naturally 




ING ARTHUR would 
have nodded his ap­
proval: there was the 
jousting-on tricycle mounts, 
to be sure, but a joust; the 
pageantry of the crowning of 
a queen on the green-the 
Bowman-Blue Ridge lawn, 
true, but the green; and a 
carnival, booths, exhibits, and 
the royal ball, or dance, if you 
please. This was indeed "May 
Day at Camelot." Seniors 
Janet L. DeRossi of Falls 
Church, Va., and Barry E. 
Myers of Hyattsville, Md., 
shown here, reigned as Queen 
and King of the college's tra­
ditional celebration. Duke and 
Duchess were Charles L. 
Mason, Bealeton, Va., and 
Janet Simpson, Westminster, 
Md. It was a day for much 
"happy ever aftering." 3 
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"Students are required to attend Sun­
day School and church services at the 
church of t-heir choice." 
-1939 COLLEGE CATALOG
THUS w AS COLLEGE policy 30 years 
ago-at least for a time. 
The 1943 catalog took this more 
lenient view of the student's Sunday 
practices: "Students are expected to 
observe Sunday by attendance at the 
church of their choice." 
In the current catalog for the 1969-
70 session, this language is used: 
"Students are encouraged to maintain 
their denominational affiliations as well 
as to participate in ecumenical religi­
ous activities that give significance to 
the Christian life." 
Required, later expected, today en­
couraged! 
The gradual shift from the authori­
tarian, strict view of the student's re­
ligious life to one of greater freedom 
in religion and its practice is illustra­
tive of the change in all phases of 
campus religious life and observances 
as the college struggles to meet its 
commitment as a church-affiliated in­
stitution and maintain a relevance to 
living. 
Some people will view the changes 
already made-indeed, that of Sunday 
School attendance included-with re­
gret, even abhorence. Others see the 
moves over the years as needed-if 
slow-in assuring that the college 
maintains contact with its students and 
a relevancy with their times. "We are 
no longer a Christian college," the first 
group may lament. "We are able to do 
a larger ministry among students of all 
faiths as a church-related college," the 
other side may retort. (For a look at 
the differences of the two views, see 
the story on page 8.) 
But if change has been a dominant 
factor in campus religious life and 
practice-in chapel attendance, in the 
move from chapels to convocations, in 
a lessened student ecumenical spirit, 
in less reliance on official statements 
of spiritual goals-a recent college 
staff appointment may hearten both 
groups-the naming of the college's 
first full-time chaplain. 
In September the Rev. Willard E. 
Dulabaurr.. will join the counseling 
staff of the college. Since Jan. 1, 1966, 
Mr. Dulabaum has been pastor of the 
Ridgeway Community Church of the 
Brethren, in Harrisburg, Pa. 
In announcing the appointment, 
President Wayne F. Geisert said that 
Mr. Dulabaum will coordinate all re­
ligious activities on campus, initiate a 
program of student and faculty re­
treats, work with creative and experi­
mental worship services on campus, 
and be available to staff, faculty, and 
students for personal and religious 
counseling. 
For the past eight years the Rev. 
Dr. W. Robert McFadden, in addi­
tion to his teaching duties in the phi­
losophy and religion department, has 
served as director of religious activi­
ties. Mr. Dulabaum will be taking 
over those duties in the new position. 
(Earlier, Tom Davis, now at La 
Verne, Calif., College and Warren 
Groff, presently at Bethany Theologi­
cal Seminary, Oak Brook, Ill., cared 
for religious activities.) 
Bridgewater College has always had 
a large number of Brethren students in 
its student body-more than any other 
college in the east­
ern  par t  of the  
United States. This 
year 220 Brethren 
students have made 
Bridgewater the ir  
college. 
Ye t f r o m  i t s
founding, the col-
Mr. Dulabaum lege  has a lways
welcomed qualified
students of all religious faiths. Some 30 
faiths are represented in the student 
body, with many Brethren, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and an increas­
ing number of Roman Catholic stu­
dents. 
President Geisert pointed out in 
his announcement that Rev. Dula­
baum's service to his present parish­
with an interdenominational member­
ship-and past experiences will serve 
him well in working across denomi­
national lines with the young people 
on the campus. 
He has served as minister to youth 
at Maywood (Ill.) Congregational 
Church and as pastor to a yoked Pres­
byterian and Brethren parish in Sum­
merfield, Kan. A Uniontown, Ohio, 
native, Rev. Dulabaum was graduated 
from Manchester College, North Man­
chester, Ind., and Bethany Theologi­










one year internship at the Waynes­
boro (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. 
The 32-year-old minister has ob­
tained further training in chaplaincy 
and counseling at the Institute of Pas­
toral Care, and has participated in 
workshops on psychodrama, group 
life, and family life. One of his par­
ticular interests has been the small 
group ministry. 
The new chaplain has served as 
associate pastor for two years and act­
ing pastor for one and a half years 
at the Manchester Church of the 
Brethren, North Manchester, Ind., 
from 1962-65, with major responsibili­
ties in Christian education and youth 
ministry. He has also been a church 
camp manager and was chaplain part­
time at Brooklane Farm Hospital, 
Hagerstown, Md., for a year. 
He is married to the former Pauline 
Miller of Lewisville, Ohio; they have 
three children aged 8, 5, and 2. 
But if change has come in the past 
30 years-indeed, the past 90 years­
in campus religious life, the college 
chaplain will likely make many of his 
own innovations. Experimental min­
istries and worship, group ministries 
and counseling, and the holding of re­
treats are special interests of Rev. 
Dulabaum which will be utilized m 
his post at the college. 
In Harrisburg he is coordinator of 
the Night Ministry, which was organ­
ized by the Committee on Unconven­
tional Evangelism of the Council of 
Churches of Greater Harrisburg. Four­












being available in hospitals and police 
stations to minister to personal needs 
and crisis situations where they can 
assist. 
Counseling services to students 
have always been available on the 
campus: Deans of students frequently 
assist in personal problems; each stu­
dent has a faculty member as his ad­
visor on academic matters, and in re­
ligious problems the pastor of the Col­
lege Street Church of the Brethren 
and other pastors of the student's de­
nomination, the director of religious 
activities, as well as other qualified 
staff persons, are ready to assist when 
asked. Rev. Dulabaum's appointment 
as a full-time person in this latter 
area will greatly strengthen the col­
lege's ability to maintain a personal 
relationship with the student and as­
sist in his college orientation. 
If Bridgewater's changing religious 
scene is typified by any developments 
over the years, it might be said to have 
done so in two organizational areas: 
In the switch from religious chapels 
to educational convocations, and in the 
realignment of a student religious or­
ganization. In both areas, Rev. Dula­
baum may choose to make an impact. 
In any respect, he'll be charting di­
rections and work after arriving on 
campus and as needs become evident 
and felt. 
For many years the organization on 
campus representing all faiths and a 
concerted program was the Student 
Christian Association. It was student­
run and among the strongest on cam-
pus-active, involved, concerned. 
SCA helped plan several chapels 
yearly, made deputations off campus, 
held leadership retreats and promoted 
intercollegiate and denominational 
conferences, provided personal devel­
opment opportunities such as campus 
radio devotions, sponsored service 
projects on and off campus, and held 
Sunday morning and weeknight pro­
grams. These opportunities are now 
mainly under the auspices of denomi­
national groups, campus organizations, 
or the director of religious activities. 
In 1963-64 the SCA began a self­
study that raised these points: While 
SCA had a largely voluntary mem­
bership the programs were actually 
planned for the entire campus-mem­
bership didn't mean very much; half 
of the membership dues went to the 
national office of the YM-YWCA, 
with which SCA was affiliated, and the 
organization realized few gains from 
the affiliation; and many of the func­
tions of the subcommittees of SCA had 
actually passed on to other groups, as 
with planning for social events and 
deputations. 
Interest and emphasis likewise 
seemed to be more with the denomi­
national organizations on campus, with 
less student concern about ecumenical 
endeavors ( see reference to this on to­
day's campus by Dr. Thornton on 
page 9). 
The Student Committee on Reli­
gious Activities (SCRA) succeeded 




water College serve an in­
tegrative function in the 
general I iberal arts edu­
cation program. This pur­
pose reflects the desire of 
the college (al to empha­
size an interdisciplinary 
approach to issues in all 
academic fields, and (bl 
to explicate the interrela­
tionship between culture 
and Christianity evident 
in Western civilization. 
One convocation a week 
is held for freshmen and 
sophomores. Within the  
overall purpose, this con­
vocation seeks also to at­
tain the following objec­
tives: 
(al to appreciate the  
liberal arts educa­
tion program; 
(bl t o  make adjust­
ments to the aca­
demic community; 
(cl to consider  deci­
sions with respect to 
faith, vocation and 
family. 
One convocation a week 
is held for juniors and 
seniors. Within the overall 
purpose, special consider­
ation is given to the fol­
lowing objectives: 
(al to relate diverse 
academic disci ­
plines; 
(bl to bring into rela­
tionship one's major 
field of concentra­
tion and meaningful 
service motives; 




mittee established to im­
plement the program is 
composed of representa­
tives from the three major 
liberal arts divisions: arts 
and humanities, socia l  
sciences, and natural sci­
ences. In addition, the 
committee is made up of 
the deans of the college 
and student members ap­
pointed by the Student 
Senate. 
committee of the faculty-student 
Council on Religious Activities under 
the administration. It has neither 
budget nor a campus-wide member­
ship, but functions principally in or­
ganizing all-school religious activities, 
including Focus Week (which even 
earlier had replaced Religious Empha­
sis Week). 
Focus Week-which has brought 
to campus such people as Dr. Evelyn 
Duvall on courtship and marriage, 
Mrs. Kay Baxter on drama and reli­
gion, and the Rev. James G. Jones 
on social change and the poor-is de­
signed to focus students' attention on 
a stimulating topic from contemporary 
life and to challenge the college to 
consider the relationship between faith 
and education. 
In its program planning the SCRA 
has recognized these goals on behalf 
of the student body: 
y "to study the teachings of the 
Christian Church, both to distinguish 
it from other religious bodies, and also 
to learn the reasons for divisions with­
in, and 
y "to find expressions of worship of 
God that grow out of the knowledge 
of Him to be found in the Christian 
Scriptures, and 
y "to respond to situations where 
we may serve our fellow students and 
our fellow men." 
Denominational student groups are 
active on campus, of course, serving 
Brethren, Baptists, Methodists, Presby­
terians and Lutherans. Each will main­
tain its own advisor/ sponsor, often a 
faculty member, under the new chap­
laincy prngram. 
It is in perhaps the second area 
that religious life has seen its most 
profound or evident change-the sub­
stitution of c.,,mvocations for chapels 
in the fall of 1967. Compulsory con­
vocations are held once a week, Mon­
days for freshmen and sophomores 
and Wednesdays for juniors and sen­
iors. Two excused absences are per­
mitted. 
Years of discussion preceded the 
switch from a religious service to an 
education experience. Indeed, the col­
lege had made many changes in its 
chapel practices in its 90 years: From 
a religious service five days a week 
in its early years to a system of com­
bined once-a-week chapels and convo­
cations just prior to the present system. 
Under the chapel-convocation sys­
tem, excused absences numbered the 
same as the liturgical worship services, 
enabling a student who objected reli­
giously or personally to participating 
in worship to miss those sessions. 
The current convocations program 
has brought to the campus an impres­
sive list of speakers, drama perform­
ances, musical groups, and individuals 
under guiding objectives ( see box at 
left). 
But a recommendation in 1967 of 
the Council on Religious Activities 
may become a reality under the new 
chaplaincy program - the establish­
ment of voluntary worship services at 
regular times. Voluntary chapel serv­
ices, perhaps one evening a week, 
might be a possibility. Special seasonal 
programs at Thanksgiving, Advent and 
Lent would still remain a part of the 
convocation program. 
This article dwells only on three 
areas of religious campus life-the 
chaplaincy, the committee, the con­
vocation-and indeed, only superfi­
cially at best even on these. The Cleri­
cus for those planning church voca­
tions, the philosophy and religion de­
partment itself, Sunday morning 
Forum, the church near the campus, 
and religious conferences on campus 
each year also figure prominently in 
the campus' spiritual life and offerings 
in the tradition in which the college 
was founded. 
Thirty years ago, as for many years 
before and after, the college catalog 
made this declaration: "The college 
aims to develop and conserve in its 
students the Christian ideal of life, 
making it effective on the campus as 
well as in after life; to make higher 
education an ally of the Christian 
Church; to help leaven society with 
the light of Christ, and to give to the 
world men and women who are con­
structive forces in moral and spiritual 
progress." 
Today, more simply and directly, it 
observes: 
"Bridgewater's sponsoring agency 
has . . . insisted that the College's 
educational program should emphasize 
ethical and spiritual values. This em­
phasis on values can be discerned in 
the course offerings, in religion, in the 
vocation programs, in an inclination 
to think well of people, in the stress 
placed on inner-directed character, 
and in a strong social consciousness." 
Changes in form and content may 
come, but the spirit of this statement 
remains a principle of integrity for 
Bridgewater College. 
Melba Pirkey finds that preparing for­
and passing-the Virginia State Bar 
Examination can be a long grind 
Needlepoint Helps With Fine Points of Law 
g OR THREE years, Melba 
Pirkey has kept company 
with a law book. 
Now, success! 
An "attorney-at-law " fills the seat 
of case coordinator in the Roanoke 
City Commonwealth's Attorney office, 
and Mrs. Pirkey has official proof of 
her new status-a letter announcing 
that she passed the Virginia State Bar 
Exam. 
Mrs. Pirkey, wife of Norman T. 
Pirkey and mother of two daughters, 
spent 18 hours a week for 10 weeks 
out of each three months of the past 
three years "reading law" as required, 
and in December of last year stayed 
two days in Richmond applying what 
she had learned. 
The finale, which came last week 
[Feb. 22] with the list of those who 
passed the bar, surprised Mrs. Pirkey 
as much as anyone. 
"I never thought I'd finish the proj­
ect," she said. "After all when you 
start something that's three years 
long ... " 
But she perservered, and six dining 
room chairs with new needlepoint 
covers, stand as symbols of her "need 
to relax from studying." 
"I love to sew," she explains, "so 
when I got tired of reading law I 
worked on those chairs " and a table 
cloth, a new skirt and matching purse 
for herself. 
When she went to work for Com­
monwealth's Attorney Leroy Moran in 
1962, Mrs. Pirkey says she "didn't 
know the difference between a felony 
and a misdemeanor," but office and 
family encouragement, and even a slow 
train to Miami, have changed all of 
that. 
During the Republican National 
Convention last year in Miami, Mr. 
Pirkey worked for his company at 
Rockefeller headquarters and daughter 
Tracey, a Virginia Intermont fresh­
man, served as a page. The two flew 
from Roanoke to Miami, while mother 
took the train and her law books for 
some travel study. 
"That's the only way I could do it," 
she says. "I used every bit of time I 
could find." And she found study time 
at odd places, like waiting up for 
Tracey and older daughter, Emily 
Jane, to come in from dates. Emily 
is now a senior at Lynchburg College. 
Mrs. Pirkey says she "felt confi­
dent " she had passed the bar exam the 
day after she finished it, "but that two 
Mrs. Melba Pirkey '38BA is one 
of several brothers and sisters of the 
Casey family who have attended or 
graduated from Bridgewater College. 
The story is by women's writer Sandra 
Kelly of the Roanoke (Va.) WoRLD­
NEws, where it originally appeared. 
The story and photograph are re­
printed here by permission. 
and a half months wait to find out for 
sure deflated me. 
"I'd already gotten the books and 
notes out to study again when the list 
came out," she adds. 
Mrs. Pirkey, a graduate of Bridge­
water College, has done graduate study 
in economics at the University of Vir­
ginia. Prior to beginning a family, she 
taught school for three years. 
"Then I didn't work for about 15 
years," she adds, but she "kept her 
hand in" by doing volunteer work, 
serving in various Republican Party 
duties and as clerk at her church. 
Reared in a family with three 
brothers, Mrs. Pirkey claims she 
"doesn't feel strange working with 
men," so when the Roanoke job came 
along, she jumped into what she calls 
"people law." 
"I'm more interested in those parts 
of law which involve people," she ex­
plains, "and find corporation law and 
the like less exciting." 
Yet she never thought she'd be a 
lawyer. "I was on the debate team in 
high school once," she recalls, "only 
because they couldn't find anyone 
else." She claims to have been selected 
because she "had a good memory." 
When she began her law study, 
Mrs. Pirkey "didn't tell anyone, be­
cause I thought they'd laugh," and 
many times she thought she would 
quit. 
Now that it's over, Mrs. Pirkey is 
taking it easy and has no plans to hang 
out her shingle. "I've heard too many 
starving lawyer stories," she smiles. 
She also claims to "need confi­
dence." After she learned of her pass­
ing the bar and even after the list ran 
in the newspaper, she still thought it 
was a "horrible mistake." It was only 
when she received the official an­
nouncement addressed "Melba Pirkey, 
Attorney-at-Law" that she relaxed. 
Mrs. Pirkey believes women lawyers 
would be easily enough accepted, 
Mrs. Melba Pirkey in 'reading corner' 
though, and she doesn't see any facet 
of law that shouldn't be open to 
women. 
"I don't think I would be shocked 
by any case," she says, and notes that 
since she went to work in the Com­
monwealth's Attorney office she has 
"quit reading novels because real life 
is more interesting." 
Mrs. Pirkey has a philosophy about 
women, housework and work: she 
thinks a woman should never become 
stale whether or not she's out "in 
public." 
"When I didn't work," she explains, 
"I always kept up by reading, even 
after 2 a.m. feedings when it was 
quiet." 
Keeping up with the news is a good 
way to keep from being a meddling 
mother-in-law or a frustrated house­
wife, she believes. 
Mrs. Pirkey once told her daugh­
ters: "Don't worry about me when I 
get old. I'm going to do all the things 
I've wanted to do before." 
Reading law was one of those 
things. 7 
' The Christian college is a place 
where religion and education in­
teract as "the household of faith" 
and "the community of learning."' 
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This design symbolized the 
lnstitute's theme of 
"The Future Shape of 
the Church." 
How do college students-and their religious prefer­
ences-relate to the church and its configuration, today 
and tomorrow? Some thoughts were offered about the 
B. C. student in this regard by the college's philosophy
and religion ·faculty during the final session of the 74th
Spiritual Life Institute on campus in February. Their
discussion is edited here for length and readability. Dr.
William G. Willoughby, department chairman, moder­
ated the panel, composed of Dr. Martha B. Thornton,
assistant professor of religion ( and assistant dean of stu­
dents), David G. Metzler, assistant professor of philoso­
phy and religion, and Dr. W. Robert McFadden, pro­
fessor of religion (and director of religious activities).
Each presented an address during the Institute. If the
discussion here raises readers' comments, your letters are
invited.
What's a Christian college? What is a church-related 
college? How do they differ? Which is Bridgewater Col­
lege? Dr. Willoughby asked the question first of Dr. 
Thornton on the "Christian college" and Mr. Metzler on 
the "church-related college." 
Thornton: In its broadest sense, the term "Christian col­
lege" provides the opportunity for discussion of a sub­
ject of mutual concern to all of us-religion and educa­
tion. The Christian college holds that it is a false dichot­
omy which fragments the human spirit by separating "the 
household of faith" from "the community of learning." 
A Christian college is deeply rooted in, and committed 
to, the life of both and takes a conscious and serious 
stance that religion and education are interdependent and 
derive mutual benefit from their relationships to each 
other. 
It is an axiom that a Christian college is no substitute 
for the church, is not the church, but belongs rather to 
the human community. In so far as Christian higher edu­
cation is the attempt to pursue knowledge, to carry on a 
vital intellectual inquiry, it opens up a dialogue in the 
human mind in which the total concerns-knowledge, 
faith, work, relationships-can be explored and under­
stood. Each concern has a distinctive place in the econ­
omy of God and the Christian college recognizes that life 
is fundamentally and finally a unity. 
A Christian college encourages members of the aca­
demic community in their responsibilities to explore and 
discover truth wherever it can be found. It believes that 
what science can discover, or philosophy philosophize, or 
art express, are documents of evidence for the creative 
and redemptive work of God. 
One should be careful not to equate a Christian col­
lege with a denominational or church-related college, for 
a Christian college does not intend to be an indigenous 
evangelistic agency for one particular arm of Christendom 
or for one viewpoint. While it is hoped that there will be 
a climate conducive to Christian commitment, it is folly 
to assert that all members of a Christian college are de­
voutly religious or Christian, or are more religious or 
more Christian than members of any other college. 
Metzler: When one talks about a church-related college 
it is important to clarify what one means by "church­
related." There are several models to which one might 
refer. You could think of a model of the church-related 




a narrow doctrinal standard-maybe a college something 
like Bob Jones University. Then, one could think of that 
type of college which calls itself church-related, but for 
which the relationship is a very tenuous one. Maybe one 
percent of the budget is underwritten by the church. 
I think that Bridgewater College finds itself somewhere 
in between. We are related to the Church of the Brethren 
historically, for it was through the interest of Brethren 
in higher education that Bridgewater College was 
founded. Certainly we are related to the Church of the 
Brethren financially for a part of the budget of the col­
lege is underwritten by the Church. 
We are related to the Church of the Brethren through 
the fact that a significant portion of our constituency is 
a part of this church-this is seen in the fact that both 
a part of our alumni and of our student body are Breth­
ren. Furthermore, we are related to the Church of the 
Brethren in that many of our trustees are related to the 
Church of the Brethren. 
Finally, I think it may be said that we are related to 
the Church of the Brethren in that many of the guiding 
aims that direct our thinking here are derived from, and 
were nurtured in, the Church of the Brethren. Thus, it 
appears to me that though our relationship to the Church 
of the Brethren is real and meaningful, it is not restric­
tive or confining. There is freedom here without which 
the quest for truth, which ultimately is God's truth, would 
be severely hampered. 
McFadden: Let me make two comments here with re­
spect to the future of church-related colleges such as 
Bridgewater. One, it seems to me that the religious di­
versity of the student body is as great now as it has ever 
been. I received a letter from a high school student in 
the Midwest a couple of weeks ago indicating that he was 
a Roman Catholic. He wanted to know whether or not 
there was a Roman Catholic church in the area and if 
other Roman Catholic students were on campus. There 
are 73 students on campus this year who have Roman 
Catholic backgrounds, which is the highest since I have 
been here. Many of these students go in to Mass on Sun­
day morning in Harrisonburg. 
Right along with this, a flier from the Office of Church 
Relations indicates that there are 220 Brethren students 
on campus this year. In terms of my perspective of a 
half dozen years or so that's a slight decline. The number 
of Brethren students has remained rather steady, but then 
we see that the enrollment of the college has been going 
up steadily so that the percentages change drastically even 
though the absolute number does not. So in terms of a 
campus situation there is a much greater religious di­
versity background, and this affects the kind of programs 
and the kinds of actions which are involved. 
Now if you are going to ask what the future of both 
the campus situation and the church relations situation 
might be, I think I hear two kinds of answers. I hear the 
answer within the college community. Many of our stu­
dents are Brethren by background. Many of our faculty 
are Brethren by background. In many, many ways we are 
related to the Church of the Brethren. I myself don't see 
that that's going to change drastically in the future. At 
least I don't hear anything that indicates from the per­
spective of the college that's going to change. 
Now if you ask the question from the standpoint of 
the church ( when I hear those of you out in the churches 
talking about the college), then I hear different reactions. 
I may not be hearing them all but I hear a good scatter­
ing. Byron Flory indicated, in the flier I mentioned previ­
ously, that when Daniel Flory founded the college, "a 
majority of the Brethren in the Shenandoah Valley were 
definitely opposed to the school." In contrast to that I 
have a very definite impression that the majority of 
churchmen in this area are very enthusiastic about the 
college. 
But also I hear a minority asking the question, "What 
ought to be our relationship to the college with respect 
to the Church of the Brethren?" Obviously there were 
some who pioneered in getting the Church of the Breth­
ren involved in higher education, and we carried out that 
part of the mission. Maybe we ought to move on to other 
things as we did with Kassel House in Germany. When 
it was no longer needed, the denomination as such pulled 
out. All right, the denomination met a real need in higher 
education. Now maybe we ought to go in new directions 
as a Church. A minority are working with this question 
this way. 
Willoughby: Another question-"What does this student 
generation believe about religion?" 
Thornton: In the area of religious attitudes, these are 
only indications because we have not made a concerted 
effort to find out just who believes what. However, at 
the beginning and sometimes throughout the courses each 
semester, comments and answers from the various stu­
dents do provide clues as to where our student body 
stands on some of the issues. First of all, I think we have 
fairly typical students as I have known typical students 
in that their factual information of our Biblical heritage 
is quite limited, even though we are a "Christian college, 
a church-related school." 
We have discovered that there is a great deal of con­
fusion between personalities in the Old and New Testa­
ments. There is very little concept of the sequence of 
major events-or of the meanings involved-and less 
than adequate understanding of the basic meaning of 
many religious terms. 
Willoughby: A few have thought that the epistles were 
the wives of the Apostles! 
McFadden: Or that Moses was the first Christian. 
Thornton: Secondly, I would say essentially our student 
body is not very ecumenical in outlook. I have found very 
little evidence of understanding or appreciation of other 
denominations, of the Roman Church, of Judaism. I sus­
pect the exposure to this kind of thing has not been there. 
Concerning the courses, some of the things that I hear 
many of them saying is, "I'd like to hear some other 
opinions," "I'd like to hear some interpretations," "I 
' It is folly to assert that all members of a Christian college are more 
religious or more Christian than members of any other college-, 9 
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is real and meaningful, not
restrictive or confining. , 
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would like to have a better understanding of my own 
faith, and know who I am as a Christian. " Every once in 
a while there are a few who say "I want a B for the 
course, " or "I want the three-hours credit. "  But by and 
large they are looking for ideas-they are looking for 
interpretations. 
Apparently the "Death of God " controversy has not 
affected our students too much. From a few statistics I 
was able to gather, I would say 70-75 percent of our stu­
dents are quite affirmative -they are sure there is a God. 
They are sure God exists. Another interesting thing I 
have discovered, about half of our studen ts feel that all 
religions, or at least the ones they have heard something 
about ( and I don 't know how deeply they have heard 
about them at this particul ar time ) , but they have the 
feeling that all religions basically set forth the same prin­
ciples, basically the same ideas, and one is as valid as the 
other. 
Next, about 70 percent of them, and again this is a 
small sample, but it is an indication, about 70 percent 
of them indicate that critical thought is compatible with 
th e Christian faith . It does not have to be a case of 
either/ or-they do work together. Over three-four ths be­
lieve that the matter of rel igion is a very personal kind 
of thing and they say th at salvation is dependent up on 
the individual's faith relationship to God and that the 
Church itself is of minor significance when compared 
to the individual's person al rel ationship with God . In 
other words ,  the thing that is important is one's personal 
faith, not so much the church itself. A very large per­
centage of our students do not believe th at the Bible 
should  be or i s ,  a literal account which is historically 
accurate in all areas .  
One tendency was rather surprising .  We have heard so 
much about the church being irrelevant .  Our students, 
from what I have been able to gather , are equally divided 
on this . There is not an overwhelming number who say 
the church is irrelevant. A number of them say they 
honestly don't know but for those who have made up 
their minds, I get the feeling that it is not as prevalent 
as we have been led to believe .  Slightly more than half 
of our students who have come to a decision, hold that 
God is more active outs ide of the church, through social 
movement, through revolutions, than He is within the 
church itself. Maybe this is an interesting indication­
most of them are undecided where God is the most active. 
Metzl er: Well, responding to what Martha has observed 
about the nature of the student body, I might try to 
point to what I would think of as some of the aims of 
our department in relation to that. We have a responsi­
bility to the whole student body in that religion is a re­
quirement within the general education requirement. That 
is, every student will have at least six hours within the 
religion department, and I think this is important in that 
we are concerned that each of our students come to have 
a real familiarity with Christianity and the Biblical mate­
rial, because, if for no other reason, the Judea-Christian 
faith does provide the soil out of which our Western 
culture has grown. 
It is very hard to understand our own culture, that is, 
its history or art or literature or any of it, really, without 
some understanding of our religious background. I think 
that this makes important sense simply from an educa-
tional standpoint . A broadly educated person ought to 
�now something about the religious heritage of which he 
1s a part. More basically I think we are concerned with 
each individual having the opportunity to think through 
and develop spiritually in terms of his orientation towards 
life and its meaning. Of course we do have a certain 
number of majors and here our aims are a little more 
comprehensive as we seek to help them to find self­
understanding and also prepare them for mo ving on into 
further church-related vocational training. 
Wi l l o ugh by: What kind of religious activities appeal to 
the students ? 
M c fa d de n :  Le t me make three quick comments. De­
nominational studen t organizations are more prominent 
than inter -denominational studen t organizations. This re­
enforces what Martha has already said . The religious di­
versity on the campus means that when you bring the 
"households of faith" together, to use her term again, 
you have the same problems tha t you have in any local 
community. 
Secondly, thi s probably is one of the reasons that about 
a year and a half ago the college went to a program of 
convocations rather than a progr am of chapel s .  [For the 
aims and obj ectives of convocation programs, see page 6 . ]  
They are educational in nature .  The notion of the com­
munity coming together as a household of faith for wor­
ship is almost impossible to bring about  functionally. 
You do so on special occasions but it makes it difficult 
to do so on a regular basi s as might have been assumed 
when both the student body and the faculty were much 
more homogeneous in their backgrounds .  
The third observation that I would make i s  that I 
think that students generally are much more inclined to 
become involved in theological study and B ibl ical , study 
and religious study in the regular curricular offerings of 
the college rather than in extra -curricular offerings .  
They'll sign up for courses rather than become involved 
in extra -curricular activ ities and organizations .  
A t  this poin t, questions were taken from the audience .  
The first concerned stu dent attitu des towar d the  equality 
of re ligions. "Does it really make much difference which 
re ligion a man finds himself in? Is each b asica lly the 
same? Is one as va lid as the other ?" Dr. Thorn ton 
responded. 
Thornto n :  Yes, many of our students seem to look upon 
all of the various denominations -all 230 of them- the 
Roman Church, plus world religions, as being of equal 
value. They are inclined to say that the w ay one finds 
God is not the important thing, but that a man finds 
Him. They are not very discr iminating when dealing with 
the various faiths. 
M etzl er: Could it not be said that, as I under stand it 
this kind of a survey was taken in a beginning course, s� 
presumably this is the thinking of the students that they 
have brought to us from their churches? They are not 
our finished product. 
Th_ornton :  Yes, this is  true for practically all of theirattitudes. The one thing I find is that after we have 
worked with the students for a while and we have talked 
with them, they will confess, "I never really realized how 
much I have learned." Many of the students are very 
responsive and appreciative of what they have learned 
after they have had some of the courses, after they have 
had some of the exposures. 
One questioner said he had heard others say, "My son 
went to Bridgewater College and lost his faith," and "I 
wanted my son to enter the Christian ministry but after 
he came to Bridgewater he was no longer interested?" 
How did the panel respond to this? 
Thornton: There are several ways to look at this. "My 
son went to Bridgewater College and lost his faith." I 
would have to ask the question, "What was it that was 
destroyed by grappling intellectually with ideas?" I'd like 
to know what he really lost? I'm not sure. I think this 
feeling is expressed many times in many, many colleges. 
Willoughby: There might be a question of interpreta­
tion. This young man might say that he has not lost his 
faith but he found a more adequate faith. 
Thornton: Sometimes it would seem as though the props 
are knocked out, at least temporarily, but then after a 
re-working of this, a person does come back with some­
thing that is really his own. There often is a period of real 
doubt where a student seems to be shaken, but then he 
comes back with something very real. This is, I think, 
a usual commentary on what happens in higher educa­
tion when students come to grips with different view­
points. The thing that the young people are asking for are 
different viewpoints and different interpretations, and 
then when these are given them, sometimes they just 
don't know quite how to handle them. It is in this period 
of grappling and temporary doubting that they think they 
have lost their faith when actually it really does not 
amount to this. 
Metzler: If there is anything indicated in the data you 
were presenting a few moments ago, it would be that 
many of our students don't come to us profoundly based 
in religious understanding to begin with. Thus, it is not 
surprising that the courses should lead to some jolting 
of that religious understanding. 
Thornton: I do think that in this "community of learn­
ing" and "household of faith" we need to be aware that 
this kind of experience is happening and there does need 
to be a supportive atmosphere. This is necessary for a 
developing faith that's going to weather the problems 
posed in a college education. 
Regarding the second question, "I wanted my son to 
enter the Christian ministry but after he came to Bridge­
water he was no longer interested."-The question here 
I would ask is much like the first one. "Did the son want 
to enter the Christian ministry?" "/ wanted my son to 
enter the Christian ministry." What about the son? Did 
he or didn't he? And was Bridgewater supposed to be the 
place that would fulfill a parental wish? "After he came 
to Bridgewater he was no longer interested." Is that bad? 
We need Christian lawyers, teachers, doctors. Good, if he 
found a vocation and will be a Christian in that! We're 
not, as I understand it, trying to have all of our students 
enter the Christian ministry, whether this suits their 
abilities and interests or not. 
"If the church today and tomorrow is to be ecu­
menical, how and where do the students find this under­
standing?" came another question. Mr. Metzler replied. 
Metzler: I suppose this question is triggered by Bob's 
comment that we do not have an ecumenical student re­
ligious group on campus. This would be due not so much 
to design but due to practical necessity and that the stu­
dents seem to come here without an ecumenical interest 
and with greater loyalty to their Wesley fellowship, or 
their Brethren fellowship, or their Presbyterian fellow­
ship. Perhaps this is a bit unfortunate. Where do they 
get something of an ecumenical understanding? 
Well, I suppose this will come through, if it does come 
through ( and I think it does for some), due to the fact 
that our student body is diverse in its denominational 
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background. They do study together in their religion 
courses and they talk together in their dorm rooms and 
bull sessions and so on; they are exposed to different 
viewpoints. I think in a more pointed way in some of the 
religion courses we emphasize these ecumenical values. 
McFadden: Yes, let me add a note here that Dave 
modestly has left out. Dave, himself, is teaching a course 
on American denominations (Christianity in the United 
States) which has a very strong ecumenical emphasis, 
and it is one of the most popular elective courses on the 
campus. In terms of the ecumenical movement, there is 
a full-blown exposure to this. And, of course, as I indi­
cated before, students are going to be more involved in 
this kind of curricular offering than maybe is evident in 
the extra-curricular activity of the students themselves. 
Some do not. I can think of one or two majors who 
have gone on into law or other directions. In terms of 
program we, I think, offer a fairly wide variety of aca­
demically sound and vigorous courses. Six hours are re­
quired for every student, three of which must be in a 
Biblical subject. A student can take Biblical studies which 
gives him a survey of the whole Bible. 
Or he may take Old Testament or New Testament. We 
are adding some additional options, too: Life and Teach­
ing of Jesus, the New Testament Church, Biblical Inter­
pretation, and Biblical Theology. Then the other three 
hours may be taken in any of the other subjects within 
the religion offerings. Many of them go into Christian 
Ethics, many of them go into Religions of the World. 
Some go into Contemporary Theology and American 
Denominations and so on. 
The district commission on ministry has an active com­
mittee now working on ministering to the students in 
community colleges. There is one located in the immed­
iate vicinity, and a couple of other schools in the immed­
iate vicinity where Church of the Brethren students are 
enrolled also. There has been some talk about a group 
approach to several of the institutions in the area. Our 
estimates on another angle of this are that probably about 
200 students attend services here on Sunday morning 
in this congregation [College Street Church of the 
Brethren]. Not all are Brethren, but they come from a 
number of different backgrounds. My guess is that most 
of the Church of the Brethren students on campus who 
attend Sunday morning services do so at this house of 
worship. 
Willoughby: Some of the students nave real problems 
making up vocation decisions-real problems, emotion­
ally, psychologically, and socially. Dr. Thornton has a 
question on this. 
Thornton: "What counseling service is provided for stu­
dents grappling with these various kind of problems and 
decisions?" 
Next year there will be a full-time chaplain on campus, 
but other than that what is available now (and inciden­
tally, the students do take this quite seriously) there are 
many, many hours spent with students by the deans of 
students; both deans of students are constantly working 
with students. Beyond that, the faculty itself works very 
closely with students. Each student has a faculty advisor 
in his own major and before he has decided on his major, 
he has a faculty advisor who meets with him quite regu­
larly, who works with him towards a major if he is un­
decided. But from that time on there is someone in the 
department who is supposed to work with him. So, there 
are many opportunities for counseling in emotional areas, 
vocational areas, social areas, and general academic areas. 
"What does salvation really mean to college students?" 
came another question. 
Metzler: I think that maybe there is some indication as 
to what it means to many students from the survey that 
was referred to a few moments ago. They seem to think 
of it in very much individualistic terms; it's something 
that has to do with me as an individual and not too 
closely related to responsibility, however, within a given 
church. They are convinced that it is something more 
than just psychological adjustments or resolution of the 
problems and needs in society. I would gather that at 
least among the students as they come to us. It isn't very 
much thought about. They haven's really confronted the 
hard knocks of life to be driven to the point to discover 
for themselves a deep existential understanding of 
salvation. 
McFadden: It would be easy to forget Dr. Goen's [of 
Wesley Theological Seminary, an Institute speaker] com­
ment the other afternoon-we as Americans in the cul­
ture in which we live tend to emphasize faith in faith 
rather than ask about the specific content of faith. Also, 
we tend to interpret whatever religious experiences we 
have in an individualistic fashion rather than in terms of 
the corporate community or in terms of the household 
of faith. Most of our students reflect these attitudes within 
our culture and this naturally appears in the nature of 
their interests and the nature of their activity on the 
campus. 
"How much do students feel that Christianity is being 
forced upon them rather than presented to them as a 
witness?" 
Thornton: I think rather than answering this, I would 
like to throw this back to you as something to really 
think about. This matter of the personal example, or if 
you will, the personal witness, is something that con­
fronts those of you in the church as much as it does 
us here on the campus. Whenever something happens to 
convince one of the message or value of Christianity, 
there is a person involved. All of us in the religion de­
partment at Bridgewater College ask ourselves this ques­
tion, but all of you people out in the churches have to 
ask yourselves this same question also: "How much are 
all of us as individuals witnessing so that the students 
will be aware that the Christian way of life has depth 
and meaning for us?" This has got to be something that 
all of us are doing together. 
Willoughby: I would like to say that we are keenly 
aware of our inadequacies. We would like very much for 
a student to take Bible courses not simply for learning 
facts and material, but to enter into the experiences him­
self so that the Bible will become a living resource for the 
rest of his life. We hope that his relationship to it will 
be one of understanding and religious growth. 
Graduates to hear two 
private education leaders 
Two LEADERS in private higher edu­
cation, one in Christian education and 
the other an administrator and teacher, 
will present the baccalaureate and 
commencement addresses to the 1969 
graduates on June 1. 
The baccalaureate service is sched­
uled for 11 a.m. in the College Street 
Church of the Brethren; the com­
mencement program will be at 3 p.m. 
in Alumni Gymnasium. 
Bringing the baccalaureate address 
will be the Rev. Dr. S. Loren Bow­
man, general secretary, General Board, 
Church of the Brethren, and himself 
a 1934 Bridgewater graduate. Dr. 
Bowman, a native of Franklin County, 
Va., has held the top administrative 
post of his denomination since last 
July 15. 
In assuming the position, he shifted 
from his responsibility of the past ten 
years as executive secretary of the 
board's Christian Education Com­
mission. 
At the afternoon commencement 
exercises the college will confer the 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
(L.H.D.) degree upon Dr. Bowman in 
recognition of his service to the church 
and higher education in many ways 
over a period of several decades. 
Dr. Bowman has been chiefly re­
sponsible for a new church curricu­
lum program released this year, which 
puts the stress upon the importance of 
the local parish defining its own edu­
cational objectives and building its own 
curriculum to attain the objectives. 
The church executive has been liai­
son to the six Church of the Brethren 
colleges in their establishment of 
Brethren Colleges Abroad, and served 
as secretary to the denomination's 
Committee on Higher Education, 
which represents the six colleges and 
the seminary. 
Dr. Bowman holds bachelor and 
doctor of divinity degrees from Beth­
any Theological Seminary, Oak Brook, 
Ill., and has taken graduate work in 
religious education at the University 
of Pittsburgh. 
He's been a member of various units 
of the National Council of Churches, 
its Division of Christian Education, 
Department of Educational Develop­
ment, and Division of Christian Unity. 
The commencement speaker will be 
Dr. Byron K. Trippet, who is in his 
first year as president of the Independ­
ent College Funds of America, Inc. 
A former president of Wabash Col­
lege in Ohio, his alma mater, Dr. Trip­
pet's present responsibilities involve 
working in the interests of the finan­
cial support for the broad sector of 
private higher education. 
A Rhodes Scholar, he served Wa­
bash College as professor of history, 
dean, and president, a position he held 
for ten years until 1965. He later was 
vice president and consultant to the 
University of the Americas (Mexico), 
and executive director, Colorado As­
sociation of Independent Colleges and 
Universities. He holds three honorary 
doctoral degrees. 
Dr. Trippet is a corporation direc­
tor and a member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa National Lecture Panel. In the 
past, he has been a director or trustee 
of the United Student Aid Funds, Tui­
tion Exchange, Inc., and Research 
Corporation. 
Other responsibilities have included 
being chairman of the American Con­
ference of Academic Deans, president 
of the Indiana Conference on Higher 
Education, board chairman of the In­
dependent Colleges Fund of America, 
and secretary of the American Council 
on Education. 
Quiz Bowl won 
B. C. OVERCAME Madison College's
two-year domination of the Inter-Col­
legiate Quiz Bowl-the local version 
to the televised G.E. College Bowl­
to win this year's quiz session. 
Bridgewater's team accumulated 94 
points to win the silver bowl spon­
sored by the Harrisonburg-Rocking­
ham Chamber of Commerce. Madison 
College came in second with 89 points, 
and Eastern Mennonite College trailed 
with 38 points in the annual three-way 
contest. 
Members of the B. C. winning team 
were chemistry major C. Edward Arm­
bruster, Jr., Titusville, Fla., sopho­
more; French major Marianne J. May, 
Falls Church, Va., junior, and soci­
ology major Gordon Tom Brown, Jr., 
Roanoke, Va. senior. 
Dr. James J. Kirkwood, English 
department chairman, served as one of 
three judges. Pinpointed by one team 
member as a reason for their success: 
"We tried to avoid guessing." 
Trippet Bowman 
Alumni Day '69 
ALUMNI DAY 1s MAY 31. Major 
activities include class reunions, a 
board of directors meeting, an "alumni 
classroom," the annual alumni ban­
quet, and a musicale by the Music 
Department. The 25th "Alumnus of 
the Year" award will be made at the 
banquet. Classes in reunion on May 
31 are 1909, 1914, 1919, 1924, 1929 
and as a group, 1938-39-40. 
The ninth annual alumni golf tour­
nament at 1 p.m., Friday, May 30, 
will kick off the weekend of activities. 
The alumni board of directors will 
entertain the class of 1969 at dinner 
on Friday evening. Baccalaureate and 
commencement exercises will climax 
the activities on Sunday, June 1. 
Pulsars discussed 
THE SUBJECT WAS PULSARS, stars 
whose energy and light appears to 
blink on and off. 
The lecturer was Dr. E. Joseph 
Wampler who early in February, with 
a colleague, became the first scientist 
to photograph the blinking light of 
a pulsar. 
The astronomer, who had spent a 
year at Bridgewater College before go­
ing on to earn degrees at the Univer­
sity of Virginia and the University of 
Chicago, discussed the recent dis­
covery informally in a class of stu­
dents and faculty during a visit in the 
East. 
Dr. Wampler is the son of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Ernest Wampler of Bridge­
water who were missionaries to China 
for many years. He is now an astron­
omer at the Lick Observatory of the 
University of California at Santa Cruz. 
Some 27 pulsars are known to exist, 
but the one photographed at Lick Ob­
servatory is the only one to be sighted 
and is the fastest revolving pulsar 
known. The pulsar may hold some 
answers in the life and death of stars. 
The achievement of the optical dis­
covery was cited in the Feb. 24 issue 
of Newsweek. 13 
Staff named to history, 
football, admissions posts 
Fairchilds 
THREE NEW COLLEGE appointments 
in admissions, football and physical 
education, and history were announced 
in April by President Geisert. 
Filling a new position as admissions 
counselor on July 1 will be J. Vern 
Fairchilds, Jr., a 1968 graduate in 
biology. Mr. Fairchilds has been study­
ing at Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
toward his master of science degree in 
wildlife management. 
He will be working with Admis­
sions Director Edgar F. Wilkerson in 
high school counseling, College Days 
visits, and on-campus interviews. 
Mr. Fairchilds' experiences as a 
camp counselor and in the interpreta­
tive program of the National Park 
Service as a seasonal naturalist will 
serve him well in his counseling re­
sponsibilities. 
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
V. Fairchilds of Richmond, he par­
ticipated for two years in basketball
and for four years in track at B. C. 
Mr. Fairchilds married a classmate,
the former Cheryl M. Lackey of Lex­
ington, in March. They are now re­
siding at Fork Union, Va.
Carlyle Whitelow of Bridgewater 
will join the faculty in September as 
assistant footbal  coach and instruc­
tor in physical education. He presently 
is elementary physical education con­
sultant in the Staunton, Va., school 
system, where he has been since 1959 
when he received his B.A. degree at 
Bridgewater. 
Mr. Whitelow, 34, will come to the 
College with a master's degree from 
the University of Virginia. He oper­
ated a basketball program at B. C. for 
community boys 8 to 17 years old 
from 1959-64 and has coached at the 
Shenandoah Sports Camp during the 
past two summers. While a Bridge­
water student, he participated in foot­
bal , track and basketball. 
He is the son of Mrs. Muriel B. 
Whitelow and the late Faith H. White­
low, and wil  replace Samuel Gross 
who is going to California. 
Returning after a two-year absence 
on the faculty is Daniel W. Bly, as ­
sistant professor of history. Mr. Bly, 
with his B.A. degree from Bridge­
water and his M.A. from Temple 
University, has been working on his 
14 doctorate at Temple. He will have 
completed his course work toward the 
doctorate, leaving his dissertation to 
be written. 
From Strasburg, Va., Mr. Bly holds 
a teaching assistantship at Temple and 
was debate coach at B. C. for the 1966-
67 term. His academic specialty is in 
diplomatic and intellectual history of 
19th and 20th century Europe. 
Mr. Bly will fill the position left by 
Mrs. Anne D. Geller, who will be 
going to Plymouth, Mass. 
Ever may it fly 
WHEN THE AMERICAN FLAG was in­
advertently left flying overnight out­
side the college library recently, Head 
Librarian Orland "Jack" Wages found 
in its place th e next morning a note 
and an admonition. 
The prankster, obviously a student 
attempting to make his point in a 
good-natured way, suggested that Mr. 
Wages study one 
of his own books 
� 
on flag etiquette. 
- Flags are not left 
flying after sun­
set, the note said, 
signed, "A patri­
otic student." 




"-',,;\._�:.,J; had been learned•�.;  would bring the
flag's prompt return, the note said. 
Indeed, it wasn't said too well. Re­
plete with grammar, spelling, and 
typing errors, it suggested the college's 
Alexandria (i.e., Alexander) Mack 
Memorial Library as a good repository 
for the book. Elsewhere references 
were made to "ettiquete" and "bulli­
ten board." 
Mr. Wages, a former Air Force 
major, measured up to the oc asion. 
'The Alexandrian library (written on 
clay tablets) would have had no ma­
terial on the etiquette of flying the 
U.S. flag," he suggested in his reply. 
Besides, he noted, the U.S. flag may 
be flown in any lighted area for 24 
hours a day, and students had com­
plained in the past about a bright ly 
lighted campus. And by taking school 
property, the mysterious thief showed 
his true colors," the librarian replied. 
Whitelow 
An apology was due. 
True to the student's word-and his 
English proficiency-the flag was dis­
covered, properly folded, one day soon 
in a corner of the library with a note 
attached: "I hope that this was taken 
in the proper manor (sic) for no 
harm was intended." 
Perhaps the prankster received more 
of a lesson than he intended to give 
himself. 
Chorus performs 
BRAZIL'S ARS NOVA CORAL (New 
Art Chorus) of the Federal Univer­
sity of Minas Gerais performed at the 
College in March before joining 12 
other foreign choruses in the Second 
International University Choral Festi­
val of the Lincoln Center for the Per­
forming Arts in New York City. 
The College was selected to host 
the chorus for a day in their pre­
Festival tour of the eastern U.S. The 
week-long Festival also featured three 
American choruses. 
"Ars Nova Coral is a very fine 
musical organization, with an artistic 
program," said Prof. Philip E. Trout, 
music department chairman, "and we 
were happy to welcome them to this 
country and our campus." 
Making cherry pies 
WHAT DOES IT TAKE to make a good 
cherry pie? 
Ask Jesse E. Hopkins, Jr., a Pulaski, 
Va., junior who retained his title as 
expert cherry pie maker in a contest 
sponsored in February by Mu Epsilon 
Mu, the home economics club. 
His secret in defeating 26 male 
competitors: Add additional shorten­
ing and extract to the recipes, use a 
fork in kneading the dough, and do 
so for only a brief time, less it become 
tough. 
Mr. Hopkins has had some experi­
ence in the culinary arts, however, as 
a summer cook for a church camp. 
Placing second and third, respec­
tively, were Paul H. Tobler, Jr., Lees­
burg, Va., senior, and Meade H. 
Mitchell III, Newport News, Va., 
sophomore. 
The pies were judged on flavor, 
tenderness, and originality in crust 
design by three faculty members. Neil 
M. Garber, Woodbridge, Va., senior
decided to make an equation out of 
his crust that equaled pi. 
"This is the first time I've ever 
baked a pie," said Larry J. Gross­
nickle, Middletown, Md., sophomore. 
"It will probably be my last." But in 
the tradition of ''Never say pie, eh 
die," he'll probably be back again for 
next year's bake-in. 
Players' bouquet 
"A BOUQUET OF SPANISH orange 
blossoms" was deserved by the Pinion 
Players in their spring production of 
"The House of Bernarda Alba," pre­
sented during their 30th year as a 
chartered college drama group. 
The "bouquet" was tossed by Mrs. 
Virginia Andes, wife of the foreign 
languages chairman, who reviewed the 
play for The Talon. "It is often easy 
for nonprofessional players to overdo 
a tragedy. The most admirable quality 
of the Pinion Players' production was 
its restraint, all the technical aspects 
of the play being skillfully blended to 
create this feeling," she wrote. 
Pointing up the 30th anniversary, 
the program notes stated: "Organized 
in 1937 as the Curtain Club, it was 
granted a charter in Alpha Psi Omega 
in 1939. Prof. Nelson T. Huffman, 
Mrs. Fred Dove, and Mrs. Daniel 
Geiser devoted many hours to the 
Pinion Players before Professor Fuller 
Miss Sattler 
assumed full-time directorship. Mrs. 
(Harry G. M.) Jopson, affectionately 
known as 'Mrs. J.', is the club cos­
tumer of long standing. 
"Through the years the drama club 
has sponsored productions ranging 
from Gilbert and Sullivan's operettas 
to Beckett's avant-garde theater. Their 
most recent presentation was the 
highly successful musical, The Fantas­
ticks. Four years ago, the group voted 
to change the name to Pinion Players, 
as more appropriate to the college 
symbol, the eagle." 
In February Pinion Players was one 
of six drama clubs presenting enter­
tainment for the 12th College Drama 
Festival in Richmond. A student­
written and directed play, "Machine," 
was given. A student drama workshop 
was held in April on campus and the 
club has seen professional productions 
in Washington, D.C. and other cities. 
BC's 'Glamour' girl 
A MONROVIA, Mo., coed is the Col­
lege's entry in Glamour Magazine's 
1969 Top Ten College Girls in Amer­
ica contest. 
Lorna J. Sattler, a sophomore psy­
chology major, was selected in a 
campus-wide election from ten con­
testants, initially selected by a com­
mittee of the Talon newspaper staff. 
The contestants were chosen on the 
basis of their fashionable dress and 
their achievements and activities on 
the campus. Miss Sattler has partici­
pated in the Pinion Players' produc­
tions, is vice president of the club, is 
a yearbook staff copy editor, and par­
ticipated in the May Day pageant last 
spring. 
Myers re-elected 
"WIN WITH LYNN" proved an effec­
tive campaign slogan for Lynn N. 
Myers who claimed a second year as 
Student Senate president in a recent 
campus election. Mr. Myers is a his­
tory major from Boones Mill, Va., who 
has ably served on the Honor Council, 
as a class president, and a representa­
tive to student-faculty committees. 
Working with him will be vice­
president Larry McCann, a Springfield, 
Va., psychology major, who replaces 
graduating senior Wayne Carpenter. 
Both Myers and McCann will be 
seniors next year. 
A Wilson mention 
ELIZABETH MARIE VAN METER of 
Petersburg, W. Va., a senior mathe­
matics major, received an honorable 
mention in the Woodrow Wilson Na­
tional Fellowship designations for the 
current year. 
Woodrow Wilson designates and 
honorable mentions are considered to 
be among the best future college 
teachers and with the greatest prospect 
for graduate study. 
A list of this year's 1,106 Woodrow 
Wilson designates and I, 111 honor­
able mentions was sent to all gradu­
ate school deans in the U.S. and 
Canada for possible fellowship awards. 
On campus Miss Van Meter is a mem­
ber of Lambda Society, recognizing 
outstanding scholarship, and on the 
faculty-student deputations committee. 
Your year correct? 
IN ORDER THAT INFORMATION about 
alumni be easily and quickly retriev­
able, such data as the address, year of 
graduation, and other useful and help­
ful biographical information has been 
computerized. 
One major change will be noticed. 
Prior to this time, alumni who did not 
complete the four year program were 
placed in the class of their last year 
at Bridgewater. Now, however, each 
alumnus has been assigned to the 
class with which he would have grad­
uated, had he completed his work 
here. Should an alumnus wish to be 
placed in a class other than the one 
to which he has been assigned, the 
alumni office would honor such a 
request. 
By placing information about 
a,lumni on data processing, alumni 
work 1s facilitated and additional re­
search is made possible. Addressing 
of mailings is also made easier. 15 
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Kenosis and the 
church-related college 
ENOSIS-the servanthood role-is the only 
legitimate model for Christian higher education, 
believes Keuka College president G. Wayne 
Glick. Only by this example of the Phillipians 
doctrine, he says, will the church-related college surmount 
its problems and dilemma. 
Dr. Glick '41BA raised the issue 
before a Founder's Day banquet 
audience on April 11 in the second 
of two addresses given that day. At 
an all-college academic convocation 
in the morning he received an honor­
ary Doctor of Laws degree from 
Bridgewater College. 
The college president from Keuka 
Park, N.Y., stated four paired theses 
about the church-related institution, 
Dr. Glick giving the problem thesis first and 
then its counter reply, regarding the college's sense of 
relatedness and of mission, its prophetic and its critical 
roles. 
"Church-related colleges today have no con­
sidered sense of their relation to the churches . . . 
(they) must define their relation to the churches." 
Only a few-and inadequate-attempts have been 
made to state, and none to probe in depth, this relation­
ship, said Dr. Glick, who has been both church pastor 
and college professor. 
"Required religion courses are discussed along with 
required chapel; smallness is lauded as a Christian virtue, 
and the inevitable 'Christian atmosphere' is mentioned; 
the denominational affiliation of members of the board 
of trustees is discussed in all its significance," he said. 
"But what the Lordship of Christ means in a pluralistic 
culture, this I have missed." 
"Protestantism in America has not faced the broader 
question of the relations of the Church to culture, much 
less the more particular question of the relation of the 
Church to this one institution of culture," he said. 
It is the church-related college which must take the 
initiative in defining its church relationship: "For the 
churches have given few signs, outside of isolated clerical 
leadership, of any inclination to consider the problem, 
much less to pay the price of resolving it." 
Keuka College, an American Baptist-related school, 
"has sought to inculcate a vision of service and of human 
responsibility into its students. It has done this quietly, 
without the beating of drums or self-serving public rela­
tions," he said. 
"Yet this college, with a fundamental commitment 
from the time of George Ball to 'the cause of Christian 
education,' today receives six-tenths of one percent of 
its operating cost from the churches. 
"And if you say this is Keuka's fault, that it is our job 
to see that the churches support us more adequately, 
I respond that this proves my point. The colleges which 
cherish what 'our mother the Church' has done for them 
must take the initiative. 
"And I can promise you that if the level of the Church's 
interest and concern is six-tenths of one percent, the 
Church is driving its colleges toward other sources of 
16 support." 
"Church-related colleges today have a limited 
sense of mission . . . (they) must discover their 
mission according to the pattern of selfless service." 
Dr. Glick attributed this limitation partly to "double­
vision": the college prides itself, on the one hand, for 
being "a collegium, a society of learning, a community 
of learners." On the other hand, this relationship has 
prescribed particular duties, programs, and structures, 
he observed. 
He points out the tension in the two views: "From 
the glorious freedom of a dangerous Gospel . . .  second­
hand, third-hand, and fourth-hand ecclesiasticism has 
insisted on denominational imperialisms and ideologies." 
The educator emphasized that if church-related colleges 
are to remain colleges, they must be communities-"and 
there is no authentic community 'not lived in praise of 
God' " and in selfless service. 
"If the churches believed that, we would not need to 
supplicate their support. If the vision of service repre­
sented in the great kenosis passage were seen in the life 
of the academic community, college after college and 
seminary after seminary would not be today, as we are, 
forced to increased tuitions and federal support to stay 
alive," he noted. 
"Church-related colleges have acted with too 
little prophetic impulse as the critics of culture . . . 
(they) must challenge, under the Lordship of Christ, 
every 'principality and power' of culture-and do 
it kenotically." 
The "dominant middle-class ethos of American cul­
ture" may have influenced the Protestant colleges away 
from sharpening its critique of the secular culture, he 
"The Chains of Illusion" 
All of us in colleges and universities 
need new models o.f emulation; all of 
us are chained by illusion and trapped 
by our categories until something hap­
pens to set us free. 
to stand in whatever light you see; it 
is easier to turn off. the hard question 
than to face it, easier to turn parrot 
and chatter inanities, easier to trust the 
peer group than to enter your con­
science against it. In short, it is easy 
to be a mediocrity . . .  
We are known ultimately, not by 
the measure of the information we 
possess; we are known by the validity 
of that which possesses us. Com­
mitments you cannot avoid; the whole 
question is whether that to which you 
commit yourself is worthy of human 
trust and devotion. And though we 
might state differently what this means, 
what all owe each is the candor and 
the courage to be willing to state 
what it means to us. And state it, 
without dissimulation, without arro­
gance, and with charity. 
It is easier to go all the way with 
the popular press than to think for 
yourself; it is easier to "trust the 
generals" than to practice the high art 
of reason; it is easier to memorize the 
fact than to confront the idea and 
then to incarnate it; 
It is easier to repeat the slogan, to 
shift into moral neutral, to allow your­
self to be used as a thing rather than 
But if an idea captures you and you 
begin to do what is true as well as to 
think it, what then? Not only will 
the' froth with which our culture has 
so amply provided you be revealed as 
froth, but you will discover that no 
categories, no bondage; no illusion 
will satisfy you at the center of your 
humanity. That is what freedom 
means, and that is why freedom is so 
terrible and so wonderful a gift. 
- DR. G. WAYNE GLICK AT THE 
FOUNDER'S DAY CONVOCATION WHERE 
HE RECEIVED THE HONORARY DOCTOR 
OF LAWS DEGREE. 
said. The college has a "particular duty to challenge the 
cultural value structure" if, in Morris Cohen's words, it 
is its duty to "drain swamps rather than to irrigate 
deserts." 
"Church-related colleges have acted with little 
prophetic impulse as critics of the Church ... (they) 
must criticize the Church-for the sake of the 
Church-and demand the Churches' support in so 
doing." 
The college has on occasion challenged the Church 
"to shatter its categories and lose its life in service," 
he noted. "But the modern Protestant church-related 
college has feared too much that its speaking plainly 
will isolate the prominent layman-who probably is giving 
his money to a prestigious university anyway-and its 
action has been determined more by the fear of conse­
quences than by the glory of the gospel," Dr. Glick 
observed. 
If the church and the college took seriously the keno:,is 
doctrine and "if together as servants of the One who 
was the servant of all, answers were sought for the 
problem of the present age, that quickening spirit would 
lift us above the pettiness of first amendment debates, 
above the provincialism of denominational machinery, 
above the various forms of institutional self-aggrandize­
ment we practice, and would once more reanimate the 
collegium and the acclesia," he concluded. 
President Glick is one of 12 children of the Rev. John 
T. Glick of Bridgewater, and the late Effie Glick, 11 of
whom graduated from Bridgewater College. He has been
Keuka's president since 1966.
Dr. Glick began his academic career as an instructor, 
and later assistant professor, of biblical studies at Juniata 
College, Huntingdon, Pa., in 1948. In 1958 he joined 
the faculty of Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, 
Pa., where he was assistant professor and professor of 
religion, and later was assistant to the dean, academic 
dean, vice president, and in 1962-63 acting president of 
Franklin and Marshall CoUege. 
He holds degrees from Bethany Theological Seminary, 
Oak Brook, Ill., and the University of Chicago. He is a 
member of the policy committee, Department of Higher 
Education, National Council of Churches, and treasurer 
of the board of directors of the Empire State Foundation 
of Independent Liberal Arts Colleges. 
Founder's Day honors D. C. Flory who started the 





Ellin Wright Childs '69 (Jan) BA and 
Michael Charles Betts '68BS, were mar­
ried Feb. 15, 1969, at St. Christopher's 
Episcopal Church, Annandale, Va. 
Judith Marie Fike '68 and Franklin 
Elwood Riley, were married Feb. 14, 
1969, at First Church of the Brethren 
Harrisonburg, Va. They are at home i� 
W. Hyattsville, Md.
Ronald C. Miller '68BA, is serving in
Bolivia with the Peace Corps. 
Michael Allen Goodwin '67BA is 
teaching Spanish at Warren Co�nty 
H. S., Front Royal, Va.
Constance Strasbaugh Hylton '66 and
Ronald I. Hylton '64BA, announce the 
birth of a son, David Michael, on Nov. 
6, 1968. 
Betty Duncan Stephen '66 and Dale T.
Stephen '66, announce the birth of a 
daughter, Lauren Courtney, on Dec. 27, 
1968. 
Mary Shelor Cason '65BS, recently 
passed the certified public accountant 
examination. She is associated with the 
firm of Bos�erman, Alt, James & Stickley, 
CPA, Harnsonburg, Va. Mrs. Cason is 
chairman of the public and international 
affairs dept. of the Harrisonburg Junior 
Woman's Club. 
Allan R. Cole '65BA, received the 
Master of Science degree in electrical 
engineering from Pennsylvania. State 
University in December. 
Bonnie Stover Dellinger and Forrest
Lee Dellinger '65BA, announce the birth 
of a daughter, Jill Leigh, on Jan. 6, 
1969. 
Jacqueline Berlin Stoops '65BA, is 
teaching fifth grade in Lincoln School 
Lincoln, Del. 
' 
Marie Phibbs Ashley '64BA and John 
M. Ashley, announce the birth of a son 
John Malcolm, Jr., on Jan. 20, 1969. 
' 
Dee Pointer Bush '64 and Gordon E.
Bush '61BA, announce the birth of a 
son, Darin Troy, on Oct. 1, 1968. 
Army First Lt. Ronald E. Bushey
'64BA, received the Bronze Star Medal 
Dec. 28, 1968, near Pleiku, Vietnam, for 
outstanding meritorious service as a liai­
son officer and platoon leader. At the 
same time he received the Air Medal for 
c.ombat aerial support of ground opera­tions. 
Richard E. Clough '64BA, has been 
appointed Budget Director for the South­
east Div. of Continental Telephone Serv­
ice Corp. In this position he will co­
ordinate cons t ruc t ion  and operating 
budgets for approximately 20 Continental 
Telephone System affiliates located in the 
southeast U. S. 
Carol Gaines Delauter and Roger
Delauter, Jr. '63BA, announce the birth 
of a daughter, Susan Carol, born July 
24, 1968. 
Norman K. Sulser '63BA, has been 
promoted to Revenue Agent Supervisor 
in the Norfolk Office with the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. 
Anne Murray Reid '60BA and R.
Coleman Reid '60BS, announce the birth 
of a son, David Shawn, on Feb. 2, 1968. 
James R. Sperry '60BA, was awarded 
the Ph.D. degree in History from the 
University of Arizona Feb. 1,1969. 
Alice Hoffman MacPhail '64BS, is 
teaching home economics at Wall Town­
ship, (N .J.) Intermediate School. 
Army Lt. Ralph C. MacPhail '65BA, 
is assigned to the XXIV Corp Head­
quarters, South Vietnam, working as an 
order of battle analyst. 
Marine Cpl. Bruce E. Robinson '68, 
was killed in action in Vietnam on Feb. 
22, 1969. 
Norma Peterson '60, will end her term 
of service as director of children's work 
with the Church of the Brethren Gen­
eral Board this summer. 
Rev. Guy E. Wampler, Jr. '56BA, will 
give the opening address of this year's 
Church of the Brethren annual confer­
ence at Louisville, Ky., June 24. 
B. Merle Crouse '52BA, of Quito,
Ecuador, will join the Church of the 
Brethren national staff this summer as 
church development consultant for the 
World Ministries Commission. 
Claude T. Compton '66BA, has passed 
the Virginia bar examination. He will 
graduate from the T. C. Williams Law 
School of the University of Richmond 
(Va.) in June. 
William S. Booth '68BS, is attending 
the Naval Aviation School Command, 
NAS, Pensacola, Fla. 
Lynwood B. Jenkins '68BA, is em­
ployed by the City of Baltimore, Md., 
Department of Social Services and doing 
Selective Service System civilian service 
work. 
Janice Rogers Lindsay and J. Michael
Lindsay '68BA, announce the birth of a 
son, Mark, on March 27, 1968. 
Mary A. Rossbach and Virgil R. Klep­
per '65BA, were married on October 5,
1968, in St. Christopher's Church, Ches­
ter, Md. They are at home on Rt. 1, 
Stevensville, Md. 
Dolores M. Rudolph '64BA and Harold
Z. Ebersole '64BA, were married De­
cember 21, 1968. They are at home at
106 W. Spring St., Woodstock, Va.
Bonnie Tayman Powell '70 and Fred
W. Powell '68BA, announce the birth
of 1a son, Frederick Wayne II, born Dec.
31, 1968. Fred is a graduate student in
physics at the University o.f Virginia. 
Warren 0. Weimer '69 (Jan.) BA, is 
now teaching Earth Science at J.E.B. 
High School in Fairfax County, Va. 
Airman Henry B. Cording Ill '68BA, 
Arlington, Va., has completed basic train­
ing at Lackland AFB, Tex. He is re­
maining at Lackland for training as a 
security policeman. 
Carolyn Mills '68BA and Victor Daniel 
Wright were married Dec. 28, 1968, at 
9th St. Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, 
Va. They are at home on Rt. 4, Boone, 
N.C.
Gladys Gibble Mason '67BS and Allen
D. Mason announce the birth of a son
Geoffrey Allen, on July I, 1968.
Airman First Class Henry J. Koch Ill
'61BA, of Hagerstown, Md., is on duty 
at Ubon Royal Thai AFB, Thailand. Air­
man Koch, a finance specialist, is in a 
unit of the Pacific Air Forces. His wife, 
the former Judith Gresham '69, is at 
home in California. 
Brydon DeWitt '65BA, directed Vir­
ginia Commonwealth University's pre­
sentation of "The Sign in Sidney Brus­
tein's Window" in March. Mr. DeWitt, a 
candidate for the Master of Fine Arts de­
gree, will base his thesis on an analysis 
of the play. 
Nina Delena Miller '69 and Edward
Fike Arnett '67BA, were married Aug. 
10, 1968, in the Moles Ave. Church of 
the Brethren, Martinsburg, W.Va. They 
are at home at 303 E. College St., 
Bridgewater, Va. 
1950's 
Patricia Wright Clough '57 and Richard
E. Clough '64BA, announce the birth
of a daughter, Shannon Marie, born
May 31, 1968.
Rev. Jack W. Heintzleman '56BS, 
minister at the Bridgewater (Va.) Pres­
byterian Church, has been selected for 
inclusion in the 1969 edition of Out­
standing Young Men of America. 
Dr. Euclid H. Jones '56BA, now in 
residency training in Dermatology at the 
U. S. Public Health Service Hospital, 
Staten Island, N. Y., has been selected 
for inclusion in the 1969 edition of Out­
standing Young Men of America. 
Charles F. Kurtz '55BS, has been se­
lected for inclusion in the 1969 edition 
of Outstanding Young Men of America. 
Mr. Kurtz is principal at Lee H. S., 
Staunton, Va. 
Dr. Julian Ney '55BA, has volunteered 
for a third two-month term as a volun­
teer physician in Vietnam. He will be 
working in a hospital near the Cam­
bodian border. 
James J. Shirey '54BS, was appointed 
vice president and controller of W. D. 
Byron and Sons, Inc., Williamsport, Md. 
Mr. Shirey has 
held the position 
of controller of 
the tanning firm 
since 1964 when 
he joined Byron. 
He was formerly 
controller for the 
Paper Cup Divi­
sion of Standard 
Packaging Corpo­
ration, A lexan ­
dria, Va., and pre­
viously served as 
a public accountant with Peat, Marwick, 
Mitchell and Co., Washington, D. C. 
He will be responsible for financial 
control of corporate affairs of Byron's 
widespread operations in the leather 
industry. 
Mr. Shirey, his wife Suzanne (Light­
ner) and his son Jamie are native 
Hagerstonians. 
Oliver D. Thompson '50BA, was re­
cently appointed vice president of the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank in Tim­
berville, Va. 
William E. Stephenson '59BS, has been 
appointed personnel superintendent at 
DuPont's Chattanooga, Tenn., textile 
fiber plant. In his new assignment, he 
will be manager of employee and indus­
trial relations at the 4300 employee 
nylon manufacturing complex. 
Donald E. Fancher '58BA, will ter­
minate his assignment as ministerial vo­
cation consultant with the Church of the 
Brethren General Board this summer. 
Robert Compher '59 and family, will 
be leaving Huntsville, Ala., on May 9. 
They are being sent for their second 
four-year term of service by the South­
ern Baptist Missionary Board to begin a 
new mission in the city of Qui Nhon, 
South Vietnam. 
Rev. Robert H. Lawrence '59BA, re­
cently taught the adult division of the 
Scottsville (Va.) Area Christian Work­
ers School, sponsored by six area United 
Methodist churches and the Virginia 
Methodist Conference Board of Educa­
tion. 
Richard D. Obenshain '56BA, was 
nominated at the GOP state conven­
tion in March to run for the office of 
attorney-general of Virginia. Obenshain, 
a lawyer in Richmond, Va., is a former 
state Young Republican president who 
ran for Congress in the Richmond area 
four years ago. 
James W. Battle, Jr. '58BA, has been 
transferred to Bloomington, Minn., where 





Roy H. Hodge, Jr. '47BA, this fall will 
assume new duties as principal of Robert 
E. Lee Jr. H. S., Danville, Va.
Garnett E. Phibbs '43BA, has resigned
as Executive Director of the Toledo 
Area Council of Churches, after seven 
years' service. 
Lawrence A. Fitzwater '40BS, was 
listed for the second year as a NOA 
winner, a program sponsored by the 
National Assoc. of Life Underwriters and 
the Life Insurance Agency Management 
Assoc. The award recognizes both sales 
excellence and service. Mr. Fitzwalter is 
with the Lincoln National Life Ins. Co., 
Hagerstown, Md., where he was listed 
in the Emancipator Club in February. 
J. C. W.ine '41, is clinical psychologist
at Phil Haven Mental. Hospital, East 
Petersburg, Pa., and associate professor of 
psychology at Millersville (Pa.) State 
College. 
l930's 
Mrs. Ruby Vest Fitzwater '35BA, is 
managing editor of International Medical 
Di1<est, a monthly review of selected 
articles from the world's leading journals. 
Charles W. Wampler, Jr. '37, of Har­
risonburg, Va., was given a certificate of 
appreciation by the Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce for his 
service as president of the department's 
board. 
Harry K. Zeller, Jr. '36BA, has re­
signed as pastor at La Verne, Calif. On 
April 1 he became director of develop­
ment for Casa Colina Hospital for Re­
habilitative Medicine at Pomona, Calif. 
l920's 
C. E. May '24BA, former head of the
English department at Bridgewater Col­
lege, has been elected the first com­
missioner of the Valley Baseball League. 
l9l0's 
Carter V. Good '18AB, dean emeritus 
of the University of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
has written a monograph (with George 
H. Reaves) under the title of "An Edu­
cational Platform for the Public Schools:
A Decade of Change," published by the
national organization, Phi Delta Kappa.
Dr. Floyd L. Leonard '17, was hon­
ored recently at a testimonial dinner 
given by the ladies auxiliary of the Har­
risonburg-Rockingham Dental Society. 
He has been practicing dentistry in 
Bridgewater since 1921. 
PIONEERS 
Mrs. Sadie Linn Miller '93, Elkton, 
Va., died Feb. 25, 1969. 
Harshbarger gets NATO fellowship in science 
Dr. Boyd Harshbarger '28BA, head 
of the statistics department at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, is studying dur­
ing April and May in England and the 
Netherlands under a NATO Senior 
Fellowship in Science. 
The fellowship, provided by the 
North Atlmtic Treaty Organization 
and administered by the National 
Science Foundation, is one of 20 given 
for advanced training in new speciali­
zations at graduate or advanced levels. 
During his visits at universities and 
other groups in the two countries, Dr. 
Harshbarger hopes to observe and 
evaluate the various statistical pro­
grams as well as to gain a further in­
sight into the development of modern 
statistics. 
Dr. Harshbarger organized the sta­
tistics department and the statistical 
laboratory at Tech in 1949. The de­
partment currently is one of the larg­
est in the nation with 70 students 
working toward master's and doctoral 
degrees. 
He received the B. C. Alumnus of 
the Year Award in 1950 and was 
granted an honorary Doctor of Science 
degree from Bridgewater College in 
1955. 
The recipient of numerous honors 
and awards, he also received the Vir­
ginia Academy of Science's Distin­
guished Service Award in 1966 and 
since 1958 has been a member of the 
council of the Academy. 19 
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Basketball team has 10-14 
season; Eaglettes record 9-7 
By Charles W. Fairchilds 
B. C. 's BASKETBALL TEAM went to
the school of hard knocks this season. 
Evidently, they were good students 
because next year they figure to dish 
out a couple of lumps. 
Returning from this year's squad, 
that went 7-8 in the M-D Conference 
and 10-14 overall, will be co-captains 
Rick Wampler (Bridgewater, Va., 
junior) and Dennis Woolfrey (Alex­
andria, Va., junior). Wampler led the 
team in scoring this winter with a 19 .1 
average while Woolfrey was the leader 
in the steals and assists departments. 
The Eagle team that broke the 
school record for the highest score in 
one game ( 125 points against Shep­
herd's 82) also had three other starters 
in double figures. Sophomores Jim 
Wampler (Broadway, Va.), 16.2; Ron 
Cook (Bowie, Md.), 15.5; and Jimmy 
Hall (Arlington, Va.), 10.0, will re­
turn next year to the Alumni Gym. 
As a team the scoring average was 
84.1 and the shooting percentage for 
the year was 44 percent. 
A late season starter, junior Bob 
Boyle ( Baltimore, Md.), will be the 
big man under the boards. Following 
a midseason foot injury, Boyle re­
turned to the form that won him an 
all-tournament berth in the Rotary 
Holiday Tournament. He, along with 
Hall and Jim Wampler, was named to 
the first team after Bridgewater de­
molished Elizabethtown (Pa.) College 
114-87 in the finals of the tournament.
With these returning veterans are
bench strength provided by sopho­
mores Larry Glick (Port Republic, 
Va.), Tom Murray (Roanoke, Va.) 
and freshman Jim Dickson (Vienna, 
Va.). 
In their last game the Eagles, who'd 
been expected to go down gracefully, 
furnished a surprise and clipped 
Mr. Fairchilds, a Richmond, Va., 
junior, assists in sports information 
duties at the College and is the writer 
of this Eagles sports section. 
Hampden-Sydney College, 73-68, to 
claim the last berth in the Mason­
Dixon Conference tournament. Despite 
their loss to Mount St. Mary's College 
(78-65) in the opening round of the 
M-D tournament, the Hampden-Syd­
ney win was satisfying.
In referring to last year's graduates 
Jim Upperman and Ed Cook, Coach 
Melvin "Shifty" Myers said, "You 
just don't lose two boys like that and 
expect to have much of a season." 
Seven of Myers' nine players have 
played prominent roles in game plans. 
None of the nine are seniors. "We're 
really looking for something to happen 
next year," Myers said. "We'll have 
all that experience back. All we need 
is some size." 
While Boyle is 6-6 and was moved 
from sixth man to starter, he also 
weighs about 200 and gets beat around 
a little against some of the opponents, 
Myers says. Most of the others shoot 
well and are quick, but lack size­
in height or weight. 
Of Woolfrey, the lone guard in the 
offense, Myers observes: "Dennis isn't 
big by any means, and he doesn't score 
a lot, but he's an inspiration to watch 
out there. He hustles all the time­
just hustle, hustle, hustle. He's helped 
us out several times this year-well, 
in just about every game-with that 
hustle. 
"Woolfrey's our playmaker and he 
is really the one who makes the team 
go. And, since we run a one-guard 
offense, the burden is really on him to 
get the job done right. If he messes up, 
it ruins the whole team, but he's done 
a terrific job for us." 
Myers noted that they might have 
won more games if they hadn't made 
some inexperienced mistakes. But as 
one sports observer noted: "Mistakes 
or not, Bridgewater hasn't been the 
pushover everybody expected. And, 
more than likely no one will ever again 
predict a disastrous season for the 
Eagles." 
Perhaps next year the Eagles team 
can be the teacher instead of the 
student. 
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE PUBLICATIONS SURVEY 
Prepared and Conducted 
By 
The Office of Public Information 
Your cooperation in completing the following questions is sincerely appreciated. Your 
thoughts are important to us. They provide us with your reaction to what Bridgewater has 
done in the past and serve as a guide to what it will do in the future. 
Upon completion of the questionnaire, tear it out and mail it. No postage is needed. It is 
not necessary to sign your name unless you so desire. Thank you. 
1. How long has it been since you were a student at Bridgewater?
_ 10 years or less _ 21-30 years _ 41-50 years 
_ 11-20 years _ 31-40 years _ 51 years or more 
2. The ALUMNUS and the B.C. PARTNERS are official publications of Bridgewater
College which are distributed to alumni and friends of the college a total of six
times a year. Considering these two publications collectively, what is your opinion
of the general information they provide about the College?
_ Excellent _ Good _ Fair _  Poor
3. The B.C. PARTNERS newsletter is now published three times a year. If you had a
choice, would you like to receive this newsletter:
_ Monthly, except during the summer, thereby getting more news about the college.
_ Once every four months, as you now receive it.
_ Would not like to receive the newsletter at all.
4. The more lengthy ALUMNUS magazine is now published three times a year. If you
had a choice, would you like to receive this magazine:
_ Monthly, except during the summer, thereby getting more features and in-depth
stories about the College.
_  Once every four months, as you now receive it.
_ Five times a year, alternating with five issues of the B.C. PARTNERS.
_ Would not like to receive the magazine at all.
5. How much of the ALUMNUS magazine do you usually read'!
_ All of it _ Don't read it __ Read part of it
6. In general, how many persons other than yourself read your copy of the ALUMNUS?
_ One person _ Two persons __ Three persons _ Four or more
7. How much of the B.C. PARTNERS newsletter do you usually read?
_ All of it _ Don't read it _ Read part of it
8. As far as content of the ALUMNUS is concerned, please rank your preference for
the type of material you would like to read by indicating: 1-first choice, 2-second
choice, 3-third choice, 4-fourth choice, 5--fifth choice.
_ Current academic programs, faculty
_ News about Bridgewater College today (campus events, campus life, students)
__ General., intellectually stimulating articles involving the College and its alumni
__ News about classmates (class notes, alumni profiles)
_ Sports and athletics
_Other ____________ _______________ _
9. Which of the following media has been most effective for you to find out what has
been going on at Bridgewater College? (Please make two choices in the list below.
Rank them as (1) most effective, and (2) second most effective.)
_ ALUMNUS _ Newpaper stories 
_ B.C. PARTNERS _ Letters from the College 
_ Personal Contacts _ Other ____________ _ 
_ None of the above 
10. Considering Bridgewater College as it is today, what is your opinion of the College
on each of these characteristics?
A. Overall academic qualities
B. Quality of faculty
C. Quality of students
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11. In this April issue of the ALUMNUS did you read (check appropriate reply for each
story or section):
_ all _ most of _ none of "Father Keeps His Family in Stitches"
_ all _ most of _ none of "On a Farm You Learn the Practical Things"
_ all _ most of _ none of "the Chaplaincy, the Committee, the Convocation"
_ all _ most of _ none of "Needlepoint Helps with Fine Points of Law"
_ all _ most of _ none of "Religion and the College Student"
_ all _ most of _ none of Encampused (campus news section)
_ all _ most of _ none of "Kenosis and the Church-related College"
_ all _ most of _ none of Personal Mention: "Dr. Sappington: Historian of the
Sectarians"
_ all _ most of _ none of "People We Know" (class notes) •
_ all _ most of _ none of Eagle Sports (athletic news)
- all - most of _ none of "Doc Jopson Really Represents Bridgewater"
12. Check those areas on which you would like more information about the college.
_ Admissions policy _ Church-related activities 
_ Characteristics of faculty _ Characteristics of students 
_ International students, _ The academic program 
study-abroad program _ Student attitudes 
_ Faculty attitudes _ Athletic programs 
_ Purpose of the College _ Other ___________ _ 
13. In what one area do you see need for overall improvement in Bridgewater College
publications? (Specify) _____________________ _
Women's basketball 
IN WOMEN'S BASKETBALL the Bridge­
water Eaglettes completed their 1968-
69 slate with a 9-7 record, defeating 
arch-rival Madison in the final game 
of the season. The women cagers who 
suffered a midseason slump, went on 
to capture five out of their last seven 
games. 
Leading the Eaglettes this year were 
co-captains Nancy Boller and Mary 
Anna Sanders. Boller ( Graceham, 
Md.), with a 20-point average, man­
aged to edge out her counterpart, Rick 
Wampler, 19.1, for Bridgewater scor­
ing honors, while Sanders (Warsaw, 
Va.) spearheaded the defensive efforts. 
Both are juniors. 
Bridgewater's other four starters will 
also be returning. Nancy Caricofe 
(Bridgewater, Va., junior), Marcie 
Carter (Centreville, Md., sophomore), 
Ginny Scruggs (Baltimore, Md., fresh­
man), and Jo Ann Cahall (Goldsboro, 
Md., freshman), will give Coach 
Laura Mapp a strong nucleus to build 
a top contender next year. 
This year's junior varsity also com­
piled an impressive record of 12 wins 
and four losses. Led by senior captain 
Karen Muntain (Crofton, Md.), the 
jayvees lost twice by less than three 
points. 
Miss Mapp is definitely optimistic. 
Returning from a flu-ridden team, that 
lost only one senior, will be her whole 
starting lineup. 
Although the spring sports schedule 
is already underway as you read this 
issue, the following reports are printed 
to keep you abreast of the various 
college athletics and the season's pros­
pects. The June B. C. PARTNERS will 
report the season's results. Charles 
W. Fairchilds, Richmond, Va., junior,
assisting in sports information at the
college, is the writer.
Track 
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE'S track team 
opened its season with a five-year 
string of unbeaten dual meets at stake. 
The big question is whether they can 
make it six. 
For the past six years the dual 
meet with Roanoke has been rained 
out. This year neither rain nor track 
conditions can interfere. They will be 
running on the Maroons' new, all­
weather track and will get a chance 
to prove who really is the best small 
college team in the state. 
Returning from last year's State 
College Division Championship team 
are 1 7 lettermen. Also a fine crop of 
freshmen competitors should add depth 
to the Eagle squad. 
The Eagles' field events are not as 
strong as "Doc" Harry Jopson would 
like them to be but he has a strong 
nucleus of cross-country runners to 
aid him in his middle distance and 
distance events. 
In the pole vault, Lee Norford (Ar­
lington, Va., sophomore) is the sole 
returning veteran but will get help 
from Rick Rizzuto (Lyndhurst, N.J., 
sophomore) and Fred Amrhein (Salem, 
Va., freshman). Hal Hedley (Rich­
mond, Va., junior), Joe Dudash (Man­
ville, N.J., senior), Larry Carter 
(Roanoke, Va., junior) and Tom Dit­
trich ( Alexandria, Va., senior) are 
capable competitors in the weight 
events. 
Senior Mike Trout (Walkersville, 
Md.), conference record holder, will 
return in the triple jump, but the long 
jump and high jump are questionable 
events. 
In the dashes and hurdles, Bridge­
water's depth begins to show. Fresh­
men Bob Runninger and Charles Seller 
(both Harrisonburg, Va.), Larry Hum­
phreys (Buena Vista, Va.), and Bob 
Carter (Alexandria, Va.), will be back­
ing up the experienced lettermen in 
their events. 
Versatile dashman Terry Westhafer 
(Staunton, Va., junior) can run the 
100, 220, or 440 but will probably 
limit himself to two races. Nelson 
McConnell (Radford, Va., sopho­
more), Ken Richards (Falls Church, 
Va., sophomore), Al Edwards (Penn 
Laird, Va., junior), and Ron Shear 
(Blacksburg, Va., senior) are all vet­
erans in the short distances. 
Dana Law (Arlington, Va., junior), 
Ernie Neff (Dayton, Va., freshman) 
and John Davis (Dickerson, Md., 
freshman) will be pushing Brian Ken­
nedy (Alexandria, Va., junior) for the 
number one spot in the mile. B. C. has 
their top three half-milers returning 
from the 1968 season in Charlie Fair­
childs ( Richmond, Va., junior), Ray 
Ritchie (Harrisonburg, Va., sopho­
more) and Larry Carpenter (Dayton, 
Va., sophomore). Freshman Art Rich­
mond (Arlington, Va., freshman) will 
also be in contention in the middle 
distance races. Distance specialists 
sophomore Bill Pamplin (Crofton, 
Md.) and newcomer Jim Clarke (Alex­
andria, Va., freshman) are expected 
to be the Eagles' two"milers this 
spring. 
Bridgewater also has six out of eight 
members of the 440 and mile relay 
team returning that captured last year's 
conference titles. 
The track (and cross-country) team's 
prospects suffered a severe setback at 
midterm with the withdrawal from 
college of ace junior distance runner 
Kenny Lancaster. The Mineral, Va., 
junior left the college to pursue an 
engineering degree at a technical 
school. 
Lancaster has been among the bet­
ter college classrunners in the state and 
Mason-Dixon Conference for three 
years, Coach Jopson said. He won the 
Little 8 cross-country title in 1966 and 
last spring captured the College Divi­
sion two-mile run in the state meet. 
Lacrosse 
RETURNING FROM LAST year's 4-2 
lacrosse squad are eight varsity letter­
men around which Coach Virginia 
Gross has to build a competitive 
women's team. 
This is the second season that 
Bridgewater has fielded an intercolle­
giate lacrosse team and there are high 
hopes that they will be able to match 
William and Mary's veteran eleven for 
state honors. 
Senior Gwen Powell (Bethesda, 
Md.), and junior Nancy Caricofe 
(Bridgewater, Va.), will lead the 12-
man team on the attack. Powell and 
Caricofe, along with freshman center 
Ginny Snuggs (Baltimore, Md.), should 
do the majority of scoring for Bridge­
water. Also on the attack are fresh­
man Becky Speck (Waynesboro, Va.), 
senior Anna Mae Donley (Myerstown, 
Pa.) , and junior Mary Ann Sanders 
(Warsaw, Va.). 
In a game that has no out-of­
bounds, the team is divided into de­
fense and offense. Covering the defen­
sive positions will be senior Karen 
Wright (Washington, D.C.), sopho­
mores Esther Ann Clark (Easton, 
Md.), Teresa McIntyre ( Campobello, 
S.C.), Joyce Webb (Milford, Del.),
and Ann Scharon ( St. Louis, Mo.),
and junior Patricia Brashers ( Stand-
(Continued on page 26) 21 






ffi OW many colleges and universities in the country
have a coach who has had i4 undefeated sea­
sons, won 22 championship titles, and has a com­
bined winning percentage of 80 percent? Thus 
stands the record, during the past 30 years, of Dr. Harry 
G. M. Jopson, head track and cross-country coach at
Bridgewater College.
Marking Dr. Jopson's 30th season, the cross-country 
team compiled a 4-1 dual meet record last fall. The Eagle 
squad also finished second in the Little Eight meet and 
captured third place in the highly competitive Mason­
Dixon Conference. 
But if Doc Jopson has put winning squads on the play­
ing field, he has equally made a record for himself in the 
classroom and laboratory, and in his many personal asso­
ciations beyond. One former student, who has worked 
under Doc as both biology major and trackman, uses these 
words to describe him: naturalist, conservationist, teacher, 
herpetologist, coach, geologist, sportsman, friend. 
"Doc has had a greater influence on me than anyone 
in my adult life," he says. He speaks for many others too. 
Several alumni who have known Doc as teacher, coach, 
or both, were asked by the writers to share some observa­
tions about the biology professor and track coach. 
Donald Glick '49BA remembers the time the college 
was running Lynchburg College in track. "I normally ran 
the mile and two-mile," he says, "but for some reason Doc 
put me in the 880 that meet. 
"I had run the mile and the 880 and was loafing in the 
shade with Merle Crouse thinking, of course, that my day's 
work was over. We were leading by over 100 points so 
who needed to run any more? To my surprise I heard my 
name barked out to come to the start of the two-mile. 
"Doc had seen my self-satisfaction and knew just how 
to snap me out of it. He had me running the two-mile." 
Don Glick's experience may well exemplify what started 
Bridgewater on winning seasons 30 years ago. 
C
OMING to Bridgewater College in the fall of 1936, 
Dr. Jopson reactivate� the intercoll�giate spo�t. of
spring track, after a six-year lapse m compet1t10n. 
His first track team, although they had no meets, 
consisted of ten freshmen, eight sophomores, four juniors, 
and three seniors. Due to his interest in the sport and his 
experience from his track career at Haverford College, 
Coach Jopson was well qualified to work with boys who 
had no concept of what "running" was. 
In 1937-38 "Doc," as he is known by his squad mem­
bers, became an assistant coach and directed the intramural 
program. By 1939 he was able to record his first undefeated 
track season. Doc Jopson then worked to get the Eagles 
into the newly founded Mason-Dixon Conference while 
dropping the dormant Chesapeake Conference. The first 
year Bridgewater had an entry in the M-D Championships 
Doc's team walked off with the trophy. 
The war broke out and the Bridgewater track and cross­
country teams were caught in the middle of it. Seasons 
consisted of few or no meets, but one outstanding athlete 
did compete and win for Bridgewater. This was Bob 
Richards, who was later to become an Olympic pole-vault 
champion. The fall of 1946 saw a lot of former runners 
return to the forefront and they returned the M-D cross­
country title to the college that year. 
The late 40's and early 50's saw the Bridgewater "Merle 
Crouse era" bloom in the M-D Conference. During this 
time period the Eagles, led by Crouse, captured no less 
than nine championships and perhaps a few more that 
the yearbooks don't disclose. 
Doc Jopson commented on one of his most rewarding 
triumphs during his coaching career when mentioning 
Crouse. 
"We had a dual meet scheduled with VMI the fall of 
1950. They had previously won the Big Six Meet that 
season and we had captured the Little Six title. Led by 
Paul Kline and Crouse, we beat them in a close meet. To 
me, the victory qualified us to be called the best in the 
state," he said. 
Roanoke College became the powerhouse in the mid 
50's to 1959, and Bridgewater finished second for seven 
consecutive years until 1960 when the Eagles, captained 
by Winston Lutz, recaptured the Mason-Dixon cross coun­
try title. Also, Doc Jopson suffered his only losing season 
on record when his 1955 track squad finished 3-4. g ROM 1949-1955 Bridgewater's country teams 
went undefeated in dual meets. Under the lead­
ership of Lutz, Doc's teams again went un­
defeated for four years and won two M-D 
crowns in a row. 
In the first 20 years of Conference affiliation, some of 
them not involving competition, Jopson had coached seven 
championship teams and seven that finished in second place. 
Currently Doc's spring track team has been undefeated 
in five years and is hoping to make it six. (See story on 
page 21.) Last year, Jopson labeled his 1968 team as the 
"balanced squad he had ever coached." The Eagles went 
on to capture the State College Division title and finished 
third in the M-D meet. 
For the past six years, Roanoke College has escaped the 
clutches of a strong B.C. squad due to rain and cancella­
tions, but this year they'll be running on the Maroons' new, 
all weather track. 
When asked to compare his former teams, Doc said, 
"It's really difficult to compare today's teams with those 
in the 50's. Now most runners come to college with a 
good high school background. They've had the experience 
and coaching that boys 20 years ago didn't. Twenty years 
ago, most of the squad members had never competed 
before they reached college." 
To know Doc Jopson is to know the key to his success 
-his personal being and character. Doc has been known
many times in the past to encourage and train inexperi­
enced men and turn out championship material. As a
The basis for this story was written by Charles W. Fair­
childs for the campus newspaper, The Talon, and is used
here with additional information supplied by the editor. 
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coach, he doesn't  br ow beat or  belittle his  squads, but he 
has that g if t of being able to cr eate in y oung men the 
desir e to c ompete and to w in. 
In the end, many of these teams have won, not only for 
themselves, b ut beca use Doc has inspir ed a sense of per­
sonal loy alty and respect .  
Loy alty and respect gained from such an experience as 
John L. Kline's  for example . "I finished next to las t­
beating another student who was having an as thma attack 
-in the inter -squ ad cr oss�coun try meet as a freshman, "
says Kline ' 5 9BA, a high school biol ogy te acher from 
Manassas, Va . " With Doc's encouragement that it would 
take th e first ye ar j us t to ge t in shape and be ready to 
r un, I no t only finished th a t  year but feel th at I had three 
rather s uccessful years of college track and cross country. 
" I  ne ver come away from a conversation with Doc but 
what I feel better than when our conversation began. He 
makes me feel importan t. He makes me feel good because 
I know th at he is in teres ted in wh at I am doing. " 
OC 'S experience on the field has gained him re­
spect with o ther coaches as well as his own 
runners. "Over the years, the competition be­
comes keener but the friendships grow, " notes 
W. Donald Clague '41BA, dean of graduate studies at 
La Verne, Calif ., College. 
" Among his best friends are those with whom he has 
had a long history of keen competition, as with Homer 
Bast of Roanoke College and Dorsey Griffith of Catholic 
University. 
" It was a real experience to see him challenge the 'fair­
ness ' of someone 's activity when Doc believed something 
was unfair. His direct, positive, yet always tactful questions 
had a way of making his point clear and no one who knew 
him would question his right to make the challenge, " 
observes Dr . Clague. 
Ho mer Bast himself terms Doc the "dean " of Virginia 's 
t rack coaches and of the Mason-D ixon Conference. Mr. 
Bast, now Roanoke 's regist rar, points out that "Harry 
Jopson is instrumental in providing the leadership for the 
great renaissance in t rack and c ross-count ry in this area 
of the country today. 
" To the younger coaches he is the source and font of 
knowledge, both p ractical and theo retica l , of t rack and 
field. Always friendly and helpfu l, interested and sympa­
thetic, never small or mean, magnificent in defeat as well 
as victo ry, Ha r ry embodies those many qualities we would 
like our child ren to emulate, " says M r.  Bas t. It has been 
Doc 's insistence upon high standards, says M r.  Bast, that 
has b rought him t remendous rega rd among his colleagues 
and t rackmen. Don Glick, athletic di rector at Montevideo 
High School, Penn Lai rd, Va ., recalls Doc 's "absolute lack 
of sham and p retense. When so much that we expe rience 
today is false, fickle, and shallow, this t rait which Doc 's 
life has instilled in me is of inestimable value. " 
If Doc Jop son has influenced many students on the field , 
he evidences as deep a commitment to his students in the 
clas s room. D r . Clague recall s : "Out o
f his backg round, 
contacts , and honesty in evaluating students has come wide 
acceptance of his students in g raduate and p rofessional 
schools . 
"Ce rtainly his effo rts have made it possible for many 
to ga in admission to such schools who might not have 
24 made it without him . His hone st evaluations have also 
diver ted some from unrealistic goals into p rofessional p at­
terns in which they did succeed," Dr. Clague says. 
J 
OHN KLINE was consistently amazed on field 
trips while a student at Doc's uncanny ability to 
find what he set his students out after. "When on 
field tr ips for Vertebrate N atural History we, as 
students , had difficulty finding frogs ,  snakes , and sala­
manders ( Caudata , Ranidae,  and Serpentes to him ) , Doc 
would w alk off into the brush and in a few minutes return 
with a be autiful specimen . We were sure that he was 
'creating ' them . 
"When I take s tudents on field trips I identify with the 
many times I h ave followed Doc ( no one keeps up with 
him ) up Briery Branch or North River. "  
As senior member of the faculty, Dr. Jopson has given 
important administra tive service to the college in nearly 
3 3  years · on the fac ulty. Dean Emeritus John W. Boitnott 
notes that he has been "very influential in curriculum de­
velopment, always encouraging a good balance between the 
natural sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities. " rn IS CONCERN for civic matters has stood as 
tall as his athletic and classroom interests. Al­
ways interested in water conservation, wildlife, 
and forest protection, he was instrumental in 
seeing f lood control assured for the North River near 
Bridgewater, and headed the area conservation association 
for six years. 
"For many years he organized and trained college men 
to fight forest fires in the George Washington National 
Forest in case of need, " says Dr. Boitnott, noting that 
Dr. Jopson was himself marooned in a 1947 flash flood 
there. He has served on Br idgewater 's town council, has 
been a Rockingham County School Board member since 
19 57, is an active Ep iscopal layman, and is a director of 
The Planter 's Bank of Bridgewater. He and his wife, Hope, 
have traveled extensively in Europe, Africa, and North 
America. 
For many students Doc is the type of person who must 
"g row " on you. F red A. Dieh l, a University of Virginia 
biologist, visualizes him in th is way : "He is striding at a 
rather fast clip along the sidewalk between College Street 
and the science building with a few papers under his arm. 
"I app roach and even though he knows me quite well, 
our g reeting may be rather short and to an observer un­
friendly. But the superficiality doesn 't really matter because 
I know that this is Doc, rathe
r coo l , detached, and pro­
fessional on the outside, but underneath very much aware 
of what and who I am and what and who he is, and both 
of us somehow realize this is the way it should be, " Dr .
Diehl says. 
"All who know him recognize him as a schola
r who 
accepts no slipshod work, a teache
r who challenges one 
to do his be st , a coach who inspires loyalty and a sense of 
self -wo rth , a man of integrity , and a friend o
f 
undeviating 
me ri t . " -Dr . Clague 
"Doc is a man who has been equally effective shouting 
encouragement on the track o
r in a voice choked with 
emotion de scribing a monadnock . " -Mr . Kline 
"Eve ry man and woman who has had the benefit o
f 
his coaching , teaching , and friendship , " says M
r . Bast , "is 
a better man or woman for i t . " Bridgewater College , too , 
has been better fo r  it.
"He eould have made a 
mark in research 
but ehose instead to 
devote his time and 
effort to people-" 
-Dr. Diehl
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A Statement of Purpose for Bridgewater College 
This statement of purpose for Bridge­
water College, endorsed by the faculty, 
was adopted at the April 11-12 meet­
ing of the college board of trustees. It 
will replace the statement now carried 
in the college catalog. 


